Lesson Nine – Once for All
Lesson Text:
Hebrews 9:1 – 10:18
Memory Verse:
Hebrews 9:26
Lesson Scope:
The central theme of Lesson Nine is the perfect and powerful nature of the sacrifice Christ made.  The lesson develops the idea of Christ’s sacrifice as being once-for-all.  Because of this sacrifice, the heavenly sanctuary where Christ serves is superior to the earthly sanctuary of the Levites.  In addition, Christ is the mediator between man and God, and he has brought the good things because of his once-for-all sacrifice.

Key Themes in the Lesson:

Once for All.  The sacrifice provided by Jesus was so complete and so perfect that it did not have to occur again and again like the sacrifices provided by the Old Testament high priests.

Perfect / Cleansed.  The only sacrifice good enough to allow God’s people into His presence was a perfect sacrifice that had no blemish and was completely clean.

Sacrifice.  Jesus was not only the High Priest who gave up the sacrifice, he was the sacrifice itself.

Approaching God.  In the Old Testament, the people only had a representative, the high priest, who actually came into the presence of God.  But with the perfect sacrifice of Jesus, all of God’s people can come into his presence.
Lesson Objectives:

Understand Once for All.  Develop an understanding of the significance of the fact that the sacrifice of Jesus only had to occur once.  Show how this is superior to the Old Testament sacrifices.

Appreciate the Sacrifice.  Develop a thorough appreciation for the significance of the sacrifice that Jesus made.

Emphasize the Relationship.  Understand and emphasize the special relationship that God’s people, Christians have with God all because of the sacrifice.

I. The Earthly Sanctuary was a part of the first covenant.

A. As the starting point for the discussion about the perfect and powerful nature of Christ, the author compares what the High Priest did to what Christ did.  To do this, it is helpful to understand the layout of the Tabernacle.  A complete description of the tabernacle can be found in Exodus 25 – 27.  Although it is not to scale, the drawing below provides an idea of where things were physically located in the Tabernacle. 

B. With this drawing in mind, let’s take a look at the first few verses of chapter nine. 

Hebrews 9:1-5

1
Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary.

2
A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place.

3
Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place,

4
which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.

5
Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now.  (NIV)
C. The Holy Place contained the Lampstand and the Table of Consecrated Bread (9:1-2).  The Lampstand was on the south side of the Holy place.  The table and the consecrated bread were on the north side of the Holy Place.  There were twelve cakes baked of fresh flour, which were replaced on the table every Sabbath Day.
D. A second curtain separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place (9:3).  Since this tabernacle is called the “sanctuary” in verse one, this Most Holy Place can also be thought of as the “inner sanctuary.”  That reminds us of a verse earlier in our study about the work of Jesus.

Hebrews 6:19-20a

19
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 

20
where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.  (NIV)
E. The Altar of Incense (9:4) was of special significance to the ceremonies in the Most Holy Place on the Day of Atonement.  See Lesson Five – A Great High Priest and Leviticus 16 for more on this special day.  The wording here seems to indicate that this altar was in the Most Holy Place.  However, it is typically referenced as being in the Holy Place, near the Most Holy Place as shown in the drawing.  However, the important thing to know is its significance on the Day of Atonement.  On this day the High Priest took incense from this altar.

F. The Ark of the Covenant (9:4).  The ark was made of acacia wood plated with Gold.  Nothing is known about the ark after the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.  The manna and Aaron’s rod were in the ark during the days of the tabernacle, but was gone by the time of Solomon’s temple.  Aaron was to preserve the manna (Exodus 16:33).  The story of Aaron’s rod is found in Numbers 17:1-7.  The tables of stone were in the ark in Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 8:9)

G. The Atonement Cover (9:5).  The sins of the people were eliminated at the Atonement Cover.  This was also known as the Mercy Seat or Place of Atonement.  It was here that the sins of the people were eliminated.  Exodus contains a description of the Atonement Cover.
Exodus 25:17-22
22
"Make an atonement cover of pure gold-- two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide.  
18
And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover.  
19
Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends.  
20
The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover.  
21
Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you.  
22
There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.”  (NIV)

H. Each of these items had a special place and a special purpose in the life of the Israelites.  And on the Day of Atonement, each of these took on special meaning as they related to the one day of the year when the High Priest could come into the presence of God on behalf of the people.

II. The way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed.

A. The author now goes into a discussion about the work and responsibilities of the priests, specifically in the Holy Place and Most Holy Place.  Notice how all of their work is only an “illustration” until the way into the “real” Most Holy Place was established.
Hebrews 9:6-10
6
When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry.

7
But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.

8
The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still standing.

9
This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper.

10
They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings-- external regulations applying until the time of the new order.  (NIV)
B. The priests regularly entered the outer room (9:6).  In other words, they frequently had things to do as part of their ministry in the Holy Place.

C. The High Priest entered the inner room (9:7).  This is a reference to the Most Holy Place.  The occasion was the Day of Atonement when a sacrifice was made for the sins of the people.  Notice that blood was used as he took care of his annual duties.  Blood was considered to be a cleanser or a detergent because God can only be in a perfectly clean place.  
D. The way had not yet been disclosed (9:8).  The way had not been disclosed to ordinary people.  Only the high priest could go into the Most Holy Place, and he could only go once a year.  This was as close as the people were allowed to get to God.  That’s significantly different from the relationship that Christians have with God.

E. This is an illustration for the present time (9:9-10).  The sacrifices and rituals illustrate that it is imperative that worshippers be clean before they enter into God’s presence.  Blood was an essential part of this cleansing.  However, the gifts and sacrifices had to be continually repeated.  They were not able to cleanse the conscience of the worshipper once and for all.  The sins were merely rolled forward until the next time.

F. The time of the new order (9:10).  There was not a perfect High Priest, and it was not a perfect sacrifice.  The reason is that the Old Testament sacrifices were only ceremonial and external in nature.  Although God wanted it to be internalized, it rarely happened.  That’s why the old priesthood was designed to look forward to the new order.

III. The High Priest of the Good Things.
A. In the previous section, the author alluded to the fact that the work of the High Priest was not an end unto itself.  In fact, it pointed to the new order.  Now the author talks about this new order.  Specifically, he talks about how Christ is the High Priest of the Good Things.

Hebrews 9:11-14
11
When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.

12
He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.

13
The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.

14
How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!  (NIV)
B. Christ is the High Priest of the Good Things (9:11).  What a unique way to think of the Savior.  He truly is the High Priest of the Good Things!  We will see many of these good things later in this lesson and in later lessons in the study of Hebrews.

C. Christ entered a more perfect tabernacle (9:11).  This one was not an illustration, but the real thing.  It is greater because he is greater.  It is greater because that’s where God is at.  It’s greater because of the greater sacrifice that it took to get there.

D. This required his own blood (9:12).  Just like the High Priest had to cleanse the Most Holy Place, Christ had to cleanse the sins of the people in order for man to be in the presence of God.  Christ is the both sacrificer and sacrificed.  He did this once for all - He doesn’t have to keep doing it every year.  His sacrifice truly can cleanse the conscience of the worshipper.  He obtained eternal redemption!  This redemption lasts – it doesn’t have to be continually repeated.  Redemption is a word meaning a ransom for a slave’s freedom.  The freedom obtained for Christians is the freedom from sin.  It is also freedom from this world.  Because of Christ, Christians do not have to be manipulated by the ways of the world and by the ways of its sin.

E. The blood of Christ can cleanse the conscience (9:13-14).  Since animal blood in the old law provided cleansing, think about how much cleansing the blood of Christ can provide.  It is not merely an external cleansing, but it is one that can clean all the way to the conscience of the worshipper.  It is an inward cleanness.  Notice the “How much more” phrase at the beginning of verse 14.  This is an example of the “Lesser to Greater” argument that we see many times in the book of Hebrews.  The thought is that the blood of Christ is so much better than the blood of goats and bulls that the cleansing it provides must also be so much greater.  

F. We can enter God’s presence to serve Him (9:14).  Because of this once for all sacrifice of blood, Christians can enter God’s presence and serve him.  Indeed, sin represents acts that lead to death.  As we have seen in other parts of Hebrews, continual sin leads to spiritual death.  But, the blood of Christ provides a cleansing from that sin.  Furthermore, it enables us to come into the presence of God to serve him.

IV. Christ is the Mediator of a New Covenant.

A. The author sees it as imperative here that the readers understand why Christ had to die.  Although he has alluded to this earlier in the book, the reasoning is more fully developed in these verses.

Hebrews 9:15-22
15
For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance-- now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.

16
In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it,

17
because a will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living.

18
This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood.

19
When Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people.

20
He said, "This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep."

21
In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies.

22
In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  (NIV)
B. Christ died as a ransom (9:15).

1. Christ died to cancel out the slavery of mankind to sin.  The people were enslaved because the law was unable to completely cleanse them from sin.  However, the blood and sacrifice of Jesus was able to overcome this.

2. Because he was the perfect sacrifice, and because he pioneered the way to God’s presence, he is the perfect one to be a mediator.  He mediates the new covenant between God and man.  He is able to represent God to man, and man to God.  The word mediator comes from mesites in Greek.  Some possible meanings include umpire, negotiator to secure peace between feuding parties, arbiter in legal transactions, witness or guarantor of the execution of an agreement or Guarantor who would provide bail with his own funds.
3. And because he is such an effective mediator and pioneer, he is able to deliver on the promised inheritance for God’s people.

C. Sins committed under the first covenant (9:15) indicates that the sacrifice was retroactive.  This would be consistent with chapter eleven where God’s people of long ago were looking forward to a better time.

Hebrews 11:13

13
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.  (NIV)
D. A will takes force when somebody dies (9:16-17).  In the same way that a will is not considered until somebody dies, the new covenant that Christ brought was not considered until he died.  His death was necessary to bring about a new covenant or a new will from God.

E. Covenants require blood (9:18-21).  Blood was used to show the importance of the covenant that God had with his people in the Old Testament.  In a similar way, the blood of Jesus signifies the covenant of God and his people in the New Testament.  In fact, the terms covenant, testament, and will are synonymous as they are used in this passage.  It is helpful to understand the inauguration of the old covenant.  Part of it is quoted in verse 20.  The full passage is found in Exodus.
Exodus 24:3-8
3
When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws, they responded with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do."  
4
Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel.  
5
Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD.  
6
Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar.  
7
Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey."  
8
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words."  (NIV)

F. Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness (9:22).  Not only did the blood represent cleansing and the will of God, it also showed forgiveness.  Forgiveness requires blood.  That is why the sacrifice and blood of Jesus is so important.  Without that blood, Christians would not be truly cleansed and truly forgiven.  They would be looking forward to a better time just like the people of the Old Testament were looking forward.  Indeed, Leviticus tells us that sins can only be forgiven when there is the death of a victim.  
Leviticus 17:11
11
For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life.  (NIV)

V. Christ’s Perfect Sacrifice was once for all!
A. This section provides some interesting contrasts.  The most noticeable contrast is that the Levitcal High Priest had to keep going back and making additional sacrifices for the sins of the people.  But Christ made one sacrifice, and it was good enough for everybody for all time.  Quite a contrast!
Hebrews 9:23-28
23
It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

24
For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence.

25
Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own.

26
Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.

27
Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,

28
so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.  (NIV)
B. Heavenly things and copies (9:23-24).  Recall from chapter eight that the tabernacle and its furnishings were copies that followed a pattern of the heavenly things.  Because they were only copies, the sacrifices of bulls and goats were acceptable, even though they were not perfect sacrifices by perfect priests.  However, Christ entered a superior tabernacle or sanctuary.  So, these imperfect sacrifices by imperfect priests were not acceptable.  A better sacrifice was required.  A real sacrifice was required for the real tabernacle.  It is interesting to note that this is the first time that heaven is directly equated with the better sanctuary.  It has been assumed up to this point, but now it is explicitly stated.

C. Repetitious and once-for-all (9:25-26).  Remember that the high priest had to enter into the Most Holy Place every year to make a sacrifice for the sins of the people.  Also remember that he took the blood of animals with him as he went.  But Christ was able to make a sacrifice one time for all ages.  It was once for all.  And he was able to take his own blood with him.  This blood was good enough to last forever.  It was good enough to do away with sin.  Christ does not have to continually enter into heaven the same way the High Priest entered into the copy of heaven.  Christ made a once for all appearance.  As we saw in chapter eight, he has even sat down because he does not have to continue entering heaven to make this sacrifice.

D. Sacrifice and Salvation (9:27-28).  As we have seen, Christ was sacrificed only once.  He made one appearance on earth, and had made his entry into heaven.  His next visit to earth will not be to make another sacrifice, but to bring salvation.

VI. The Law is only a shadow of the Good Things that are coming.

A. Just as the tabernacle and its sacrifices were only a shadow of heaven and the sacrifice of Christ, the law is only a shadow of the Good Things that have been provided because of the new covenant.  These good things were happening for the first century readers, and they are happening today.  A discussion of some of these good things follows.

Hebrews 10:1-4
1
The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming-- not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.

2
If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins.

3
But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins,

4
because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  (NIV)
B. It’s good that worshippers can draw near to God (10:1).  The sacrifice and blood of Christ allow for complete cleansing of God’s people.  And perfect cleansing is necessary to enter God’s presence.  Therefore, the good thing that has happened in the New Covenant is that the worshippers are able to be close to God.

C. It’s good that worshippers are cleansed (10:2).  The worshippers are cleansed by the sacrifice as mentioned above.

D. It’s good that worshippers don’t have to feel guilty (10:2).  The worshippers can feel confident that they are cleansed.  Because of this, they can approach God with a clean conscience.  They don’t have to feel guilty for their sins, because their sins are no more.

E. It’s good that worshippers are not reminded of their sins (10:3).  Under the old law, an annual sacrifice was necessary because of the sins of the people.  Since this occurred every year, it served to remind the people of all the sins they had committed.  However, Christ’s sacrifice was once for all.  There is no annual reminder of the sins because they have been cleansed.  Other passages in the Bible tell us this is a continual cleansing that occurs for those who obey God.

F. It’s good that worshippers have sins taken away (10:4).  The sacrifices of the old covenant could not really take away the sins of the people.  The sacrifices were not good enough.  But the sacrifice of Christ was good enough.  It really can take away the sins of the people.

VII. God’s will for a perfect sacrifice.

A. God had to have a perfect sacrifice before he could allow people to come into his presence.  This sacrifice had to be perfect and complete, unlike the sacrifice of bulls and goats.  Of course, this perfect sacrifice was that of Christ himself.

Hebrews 10:5-10
5
Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me;

6
with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased.

7
Then I said, 'Here I am-- it is written about me in the scroll-- I have come to do your will, O God.'"

8
First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" (although the law required them to be made).

9
Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first to establish the second.

10
And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  (NIV)
B. God’s will desired more than burnt offerings and sin offerings (10:5-6, 8).  The sacrifices and burnt offerings were an external display of what was supposed to occur in one’s heart.  However, it rarely did under the old covenant.  These did not please God because the hearts of men did not accompany the meaning of the sacrifices.

C. The sacrifice of Christ was God’s will (10:7,9-10).  It was God’s will that a better, perfect sacrifice be made.  God’s will was to establish another covenant, another testament, a new will for his people.

D. God’s will set aside the first sacrifice for the second sacrifice (10:9).  The sacrifice of bulls and goats was set aside because of the sacrifice of Christ.  It represented the change in covenants with God’s people.  Indeed it was difficult for God, but he knew the sacrifice was imperative for his people to approach him.

E. We’ve been made holy by the sacrifice (10:10).  It was God’s will that his people were holy and set apart.  Holiness is defined by one’s heart, not by his outward actions.  The heart is what the new covenant is all about.

VIII. Christ and His Perfect Sacrifice are powerful!
A. No doubt, the power of Christ’s sacrifice is beyond belief.  And as High Priest, he is far superior to the High Priest of the Old Testament.

Hebrews 9:10:11-18
11
Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.

12
But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.

13
Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool,

14
because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.

15
The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:

16
"This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds."

17
Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more."

18
And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.  (NIV)
B. This is a powerful priest.  This priest sits at the right hand of God (12).  The enemies of this priest will be made his footstool (13).

C. His covenant is powerful!  The impact is not merely external.  The impact of this covenant is on the heart and mind (16).  The covenant means the sins will be remembered no more (17).

D. His sacrifice is powerful!  The sacrifice was powerful enough to take away sins.  (11)  This was never possible with the blood of bulls and goats.  This sacrifice was once for all, or, forever (14).  This sacrifice makes men holy (14).  This sacrifice goes to the heart and the mind (16).  This sacrifice means sins are forgiven (17).  There is no need for any additional sacrifices for sin (18).

IX. Conclusion:

A. Christ made a once-for-all sacrifice.  It was a sacrifice that was superior to any sacrifice made by the Levites under the Jewish system.  It was a sacrifice that is hard for us to imagine.  

B. The sacrifice was a part of God’s will.  God wanted a perfect sacrifice.  He wanted one that was more than burnt offerings.  He wanted one that brought his people close.  But the only way people can come close to God is when they are without sin.  And the only way for sinful man to be without sin is through a sacrifice to take away the sin.

C. Christ was that sacrifice.  He was a perfect sacrifice.  He was once-for-all.  And now, he is a mediator between us and God.

D. This was an incredible reality for Christians in the first century.  It is an incredible reality for us today as well.  Christ sacrificed himself so that we could approach God.

X. Personal Study:

A. Memorize Hebrews 9:26

B. Christ made an incredibly perfect sacrifice that was so good, it was once-for-all.  Spend some time in the next few days considering what this sacrifice means to you.  Consider how this enables you to approach God.  How does it make you feel to know that the sacrifice was made for you?  How does it impact your faith?  How does it impact your life?  Does your life acknowledge that a wonderful sacrifice was made on your behalf?

C. Additional Study.  Isaiah 53 is considered to be a prophecy about Christ.  It provides a fuller understanding of the sacrifice that Christ made.  Spend some time reading this passage.  In your own words, write down a description of the sacrifice that was made.

D. Read Hebrews 10:19 – 10:39 to prepare for the next lesson.
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Lesson Nine – Teacher’s Lesson Plan

1. Begin the class by drawing a picture of the tabernacle on the whiteboard.  (You may want to draw this before class begins.)  Point out the various areas of the tabernacle including the Holy Place and Most Holy Place.  Mention that the priests regularly worked in the Court and the Holy Place.  Also mention that the High Priest was the only one who could enter the Most Holy Place, and that this was only once a year on the Day of Atonement.

2. Preview the themes that will be emphasized in this lesson including (1) Once for All, (2) Perfect / Cleansed, (3) Sacrifice and (4) Approaching God.

3. Read (or have a class member read) Hebrews 9:1-5 and briefly discuss.

4. Read Hebrews 9:6-10 and discuss how the Old Testament tabernacle was only a temporary illustration until the way into the real Most Holy Place was established.

5. Read Hebrews 9:11-14 and develop the idea of Christ as the High Priest of the Good things.  Talk about those good things brought out in scripture, especially emphasizing his role as mediator in verses 15-22.  Be sure to mention the importance of blood in providing the perfect type of cleansing needed for God’s people to come into his presence.

6. Read Hebrews 9:23-28 and show how the sacrifice of Christ was so good, it only had to occur one time.

7. Go on to the first four verses of chapter ten and develop the idea that the Law of the Israelites in the Old Testament was only a shadow of the really good things that Christ brought to God’s people.  Emphasize the point that it is good for God’s people to draw near to Him.  Emphasize the importance and significance of this blessing.

8. Read Hebrews 10:5-18 and establish the fact that God needed a perfect sacrifice, and Christ provided it.  Remind the class of the power of this sacrifice.

9. Conclude the lesson, encourage personal study and preview the lesson for next week.

Hebrews – Lesson Nine
ONCE FOR ALL – Hebrews 9:1 – 10:18
STUDENT GUIDE

The central theme of Lesson Nine is the perfect and powerful nature of the sacrifice Christ made.  The lesson develops the idea of Christ’s sacrifice as being once-for-all.  Because of this sacrifice, the heavenly sanctuary where Christ serves is superior to the earthly sanctuary of the Levites.  In addition, Christ is the mediator between man and God, and he has brought the good things because of his once-for-all sacrifice
Name some of the areas and components of the Old Testament Tabernacle
In what ways is Christ the High Priest of the Good Things?

What is the significance of Christ’s sacrifice being Once for All?

Why did God need a perfect sacrifice?  What does this sacrifice provide for His people?

Personal Study

1. Memorize Hebrews 9:26

2. Christ made an incredibly perfect sacrifice that was so good, it was once-for-all.  Spend some time in the next few days considering what this sacrifice means to you.  Consider how this enables you to approach God.  How does it make you feel to know that the sacrifice was made for you?  How does it impact your faith?  How does it impact your life?  Does your life acknowledge that a wonderful sacrifice was made on your behalf?

3. Additional Study.  Isaiah 53 is considered to be a prophecy about Christ.  It provides a fuller understanding of the sacrifice that Christ made.  Spend some time reading this passage.  In your own words, write down a description of the sacrifice that was made.

4. Read Hebrews 10:19 – 10:39 to prepare for the next lesson.

Preview for Lesson Ten
The author of Hebrews has taken his readers through some heavy duty thinking about their faith and their Savior.  He has established that Christ truly is a better option due to his priesthood and his covenant.  But, knowing this is not enough.  There is a natural and necessary response.  Several of these responses start out with the words “Let Us…”.  Lesson Ten looks into these and more as the readers are encouraged to act upon their faith.
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