Lesson Seven – He Meets Our Need
Lesson Text:
Hebrews 7:1 – 7:28
Memory Verse:
Hebrews 7:26
Lesson Scope:
The scope of Lesson Seven will be an investigation of Melchizedek found in Hebrews chapter seven.  The lesson will begin by understanding who Melchizedek was and why he was important.  It will then move on to show how Jesus is a priest of the Melchizedek type as opposed to the Aaron type.  Finally, the lesson will show how Jesus is a high priest who “Meets Our Need!”
Key Themes in the Lesson:

Type.  The Old Covenant had a type of high priest who were the descendants of Aaron, the Levite.  Another type of high priest is found in Melchizedek.  Christ is a high priest that is more in line with the Melchizedek type of high priest.
Perfection.  Perfection is not merely doing things right.  It is also being complete and whole.  When this perfection and completeness occurs, then one can attain a proper relationship with God.

Covenant.  A covenant is a special type of agreement.  In this case, the agreement is with God.  The Old Covenant was weak and useless because the people were too full of sin.  So a New Covenant was provided via the perfect sacrifice of Jesus.

Lesson Objectives:

Understand Melchizedek.  Develop an understanding of who Melchizedek was and why he is mentioned as a part of describing the priesthood of Christ.

Compare to Levitical Priests.  Develop an understanding of the comparison of the Levitical priesthood to that of Melchizedek.

Show Superiority.  Show how the priesthood of Melchizedek was superior to that of Aaron, the Levite.
Establish Christ like Melchizedek.  Show how the priesthood of Christ is of the order of Melchizedek as opposed to the order of Aaron.

I. A little background.
A. The story of Melchizedek is used in chapter seven as a continuing development of Jesus as a Great High Priest.  Chapter five began this thought of a high priest by showing how Jesus met and surpassed the qualifications for a Jewish or Levitical high priest.  Just as the author was getting ready to jump into the next level of the high priest argument, he realized he needed to encourage his readers to mature in their understanding of God’s word.  Without such a maturity, they would have difficulty in understanding the Melchizedek argument.  Even worse, they were in danger of falling away.  Finally, at the end of chapter six, he is once again back to the thought of Melchizedek.

B. The author uses chapter seven to develop the thought of the priesthood of Jesus as comparable to the priesthood of Melchizedek.  In many ways, the comparison also exists between Jesus and Melchizedek themselves.  This Melchizedek was not from the tribe of Levi, and was not even a Jew.  Yet, his priesthood had more in common with the priesthood of Christ than it did with the Levitical priesthood.  One commentator, Lenski, stated:

The readers, former Jews who were now thinking of returning to Judaism, are here confronted with their great forefather Abraham and are shown how he accepted the royal priest Melchizedek long before Levi and Aaron were born and the Aaronic priesthood came into existence.  The readers want to be true sons of Abraham, yea, are thinking of returning to Judaism for that very reason.  Well, let them look at Abraham and at the one priest to whom Abraham bowed.  Let them consider what God said through David regarding the royal priest and regarding the Messiah-Christ who is typified by Melchizedek.

C. So, it becomes important to consider Melchizedek in order to more fully understand Christ as high priest.  

D. The chapter begins by developing an understanding of who Melchizedek was and how he interacted with Abram (Abraham).  It then develops a comparison of the priesthood of Melchizedek to the Jewish priesthood, and goes on to show the superiority of the Melchizedek priesthood.  Finally, chapter seven shows how Christ is of the order of Melchizedek.

E. Throughout this chapter, the basic thought is developed using what is commonly referred to by scholars as the type / anti-type argument.  In this form of argument, a type is presented and then compared to an anti-type.  Each of these has certain characteristics in common that lead the reader to understand the comparison being made.  In this chapter, the type is Melchizedek, and the anti-type is Christ.  When we understand that “type” and “order” are synonymous, we can see what is meant when 6:20 mentions the order of Melchizedek. 

II. Melchizedek was king and priest.
A. The author spends the first ten verses of chapter seven by describing Melchizedek and the meeting between Melchizedek and Abraham.
Hebrews 7:1 - 10

1
This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him,

2
and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means "king of righteousness"; then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace."

3
Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever.

4
Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder!

5
Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people-- that is, their brothers-- even though their brothers are descended from Abraham.

6
This man, however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.

7
And without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater.

8
In the one case, the tenth is collected by men who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be living.

9
One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham,

10
because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor.  (NIV)
B. Melchizedek was a king (7:1-2).  It is noteworthy that no Hebrew, not even Moses, held both of these titles.  Certainly this is comparable to Christ who is both king and priest.  Look at all the different ways in which Melchizedek is thought of as a king.  The text explicitly states that he is king of righteousness.  But the name “Melchizedek” actually translates to “My King is Righteousness.”  He was also the King of Salem.  As we see, King of Salem means King of Peace.  However, Salem was also a historical place.  It has been identified as being either Jerusalem or Shechem.  So, as we think about these qualities of righteousness and peace we can easily see how a priest like Melchizedek typifies a priest like the Messiah, Christ.  Consider the following passages:

Psalm 72:7
7
In his days the righteous will flourish; prosperity will abound till the moon is no more.  (NIV)

Isaiah 9:6-7
6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7
Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.”  (NIV)

Jeremiah 23:5
5
"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.”  (NIV)

Romans 5:1
1
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”  (NIV)

Ephesians 2:14
14
“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  
15
 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace,  
16
 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  
17
 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.”  (NIV)

C. Melchizedek was a priest (7:1,3).  Like the Levitical priests, he was a priest of God Most High.  Unlike the Levitical priests, he was a priest forever.  In other words, his type of priesthood would not end.  Indeed, God’s people today see the same “forever” nature of Christ as High Priest.
D. Who was he?  What else do we know about him?  In what other stories do we find him?  We really don’t know nearly as much as we would like.  However, there are some interesting speculations.  Consider the following excerpt from a commentary by Lenski:

Rabbi Ismael, about 135 B.C. thought him to be Shem, Noah’s son; this opinion has been accepted by Luther and others.  Philo…did not regard Melchizedek as a historical person.  Origen thought of him to be an angel being.  Hierakas, at the end of the third century, made him a temporary incarnation of the Holy Spirit, others a similar incarnation of the Logos.

1. However, this is all speculation.  What we can know for sure is what is in the Bible itself.  So, there is every reason to accept Melchizedek as a real person who really did encounter Abraham.

2. We also know that Melchizedek was without father or mother (7:3) with respect to his priesthood.  He didn’t necessarily become a priest because his father was a priest.  His priesthood was based on something else.

3. He was without genealogy (7:3).  Genealogies were meticulously kept up to date by the Jewish /Levitical /Aaronic priests.  An important credential for being a priest was not only being a Levite, but being able to trace your lineage back to other priests and eventually to Aaron.  However, no such genealogy is known for Melchizedek.

4. Melchizedek was without beginning of days or end of life (7:3).  Some have tried to argue that this means that Melchizedek was not a real person but an angel or something.  However, this thought is not necessary.  He was a real person who was born and eventually died.  However, the birth and death is not recorded, so it is as though he had no beginning or end.

5. He was like the Son of God (7:3).  He was like the son of God because his priesthood was based on personal credentials as opposed to a genealogy or inheritance.  

6. He is a priest forever (7:3).  In a sense, Melchizedek was a priest forever because there is no record of his birth, death, or genealogy.  Christ is also a priest forever.

7. He did not trace his descent from Levi (7:6).  Levi was the great-grandson of Abram, so Melchizedek could not have been of the tribe of Levi.  Christ also was not from the tribe of Levi, but was from Judah.

E. Abraham gave Melchizedek a tenth (7:6).

1. Genesis 14 tells the story of the encounter between Abram and Melchizedek.  In the story, various kings had gone to war against each other, including the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah.  When these two cities fell, the rivals took Abram’s nephew Lot captive along with all of his family and possessions.  Abram rounded up his small army and went to fight the kings.  He was victorious and was able to free Lot, his family and his possessions.  Upon Abram’s return, he met Melchizedek.

Genesis 14:17-20
17
After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).  
18
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High,  
19
and he blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth.  
20
And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.”  (NIV)

2. Melchizedek collected a tenth from Abraham (7:6).  Although the tithes to the Levites were mandatory and enforced by the law, there was no law forcing Abram to give to Melchizedek.  In fact, this tithing was voluntary and spontaneous.  What’s more, the word tithing in the Greek text indicates the quality of the gift.  Not only was it a tenth, but it was the best tenth.  All together, this constituted quite a tribute to the personal greatness of Melchizedek.

F. Melchizedek was greater than Abraham (7:7).  The greater blesses the lesser.  Many blessings were passed down from Abraham.  Yet it is interesting that Melchizedek gave a blessing to Abraham.  The lesser gives to the greater.  Since Abram gave a tithe to Melchizedek, then Abram was the lesser of the two.  

G. Melchizedek was greater than Levi (7:9-10).

1. The descendants of Levi (Levites) received tithes from the people and the priest in turn received a tithe of the tithe from the Levites.  Consider 
Numbers 18:21-28
21
"I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting.  
22
From now on the Israelites must not go near the Tent of Meeting, or they will bear the consequences of their sin and will die.  
23
It is the Levites who are to do the work at the Tent of Meeting and bear the responsibility for offenses against it. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. They will receive no inheritance among the Israelites.  
24
Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the Israelites present as an offering to the LORD. That is why I said concerning them: 'They will have no inheritance among the Israelites.'"  
25
The LORD said to Moses,  
26
"Speak to the Levites and say to them: 'When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your inheritance, you must present a tenth of that tithe as the LORD's offering.  
27
Your offering will be reckoned to you as grain from the threshing floor or juice from the winepress.  
28
In this way you also will present an offering to the LORD from all the tithes you receive from the Israelites. From these tithes you must give the LORD's portion to Aaron the priest.”  (NIV)

2. One might say (v.9) that Levi was represented by his great-grandfather Abraham when the tithe was given since he had not even been born.  Following the thought of tithes and blessings, it becomes clear that Melchizedek is the superior and Levi is the inferior.

III. The order of Aaron (a Levite) is inferior.

A. The priests of the Aaron-type leave a big gap in what is required.  God’s people need perfection in order to have a relationship with Him.  But the Levitical priesthood couldn’t provide this.
Hebrews 7:11-14

11
If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the law was given to the people), why was there still need for another priest to come-- one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron?

12
For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law.

13
He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar.

14
For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.  (NIV)
B. Even the Old Testament mentions a need for another type of priest (7:11).

1. Implied here is the understanding of Psalm 110:4, which is explicitly quoted a little later in verse 17.  The Psalm talks about a priest of the order (or type) of Melchizedek.  
Psalm 110:4

4
“The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."”  (NIV)

2. However, from Genesis it is known that Melchizedek is NOT a Levite and did not descend from Aaron.  And he is not even a Jew. 
3. Despite the fact that this Psalm was written during the time of the Jewish priesthood, it mentions another priesthood that is superior to the Jewish one.  Of course, the writer of Hebrews is not declaring that the Levitical priesthood was not ordained.  He is simply stating that it is not the final, perfect priesthood.  There is now something better.

C. The Lord was not from the tribe of Levi (7:13-14).  Neither the Lord nor Melchizedek were from the tribe of Levi.  They were priests of a different order, a different type of priesthood.  Their priesthood was based on personal credentials, which are of greater importance than physical descent.

D. This change in priesthood indicates a change in the law (7:12).  Since the priesthood was not final, but only transitory, it follows that the law was also transitory.  The priests and their functions were the foundational elements of the Jewish religion.  The priests represented the people before God and led them through all of the appropriate religious functions.  Now, the Levitical priests are no longer valid.  They have been replaced by a superior priesthood.  Therefore, the whole law upon which their priesthood was based has also been put aside and a new hope has been introduced.

E. This change will enable the attainment of perfection (7:11).  The law was external, so it could not provide perfection for the worshipper.  Perfection represents a suitable relationship with God.  One that is without sin.  Without perfection, the worshipper is not able to approach God.  That is why the priests were so important.  They had sacrifices to make them externally perfect, so they could represent the people before God.  However, even the priests could not truly get close to God.  In fact, only the obedience of God in accepting the sacrifice of Christ can bring men close to God.  Furthermore, all Christians are now priests who individually can draw close or have access to God.  Consider the following scriptures:

1 Peter 2:5,9
5
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  
9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  (NIV)

Revelation 1:6
6
and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father-- to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.”  (NIV)

Revelation 5:10
10
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”  (NIV)

IV. The order of Melchizedek is superior.

A. The author has made it clear that Christ is a type of priest comparable to Melchizedek, not Aaron and the Levites.  He has also stated that this is a good thing for God’s people.  Now, he drives the point home by emphasizing the ways in which Melchizedek is superior to the Levitical priests.
Hebrews 7:15 - 25

15
And what we have said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears,

16
one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.
17
For it is declared: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."

18
The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless

19
(for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.

20
And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath,

21
but he became a priest with an oath when God said to him: "The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: 'You are a priest forever.'"

22
Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

23
Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office;

24
but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.

25
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

B. His priesthood is based on the power of an indestructible life (7:15-17).  This priesthood is not based on genealogy or ancestry.  It is based on something more powerful, an indestructible life.  In Christ, we see this indestructible life evident at the resurrection.

C. His priesthood brings a better hope of drawing near to God (7:18-19).

1. The law is now considered weak.  Listen to what James Macknight said in explaining why the law was weak:

The weakness of the law in reforming sinners arose from this, that while it required perfect obedience to all its precepts under penalty of death, it gave the Israelites no encouragement to obey, either by promising them the assistance of God’s spirit to enable them to obey, nor by giving them assurance of pardon upon their repentance in case of failure.  The only source from which the Israelites derived their hope of these things was the covenant with Abraham.

2. The law is set aside because it is weak and useless.  It does not enable the people to approach God because it doesn’t make people perfect.  They can attain the type of relationship with God they need.  The law doesn’t even encourage them by providing assistance or ensuring forgiveness.  

D. His priesthood is confirmed by an oath (7:20-22).  The Lord has sworn.  An oath carries with it the legal meaning of a guarantee.  So, Jesus becomes the guarantor of the promise.  He stands good for the new covenant.  He is the “blessed assurance” that it will forever continue.  There is nothing destined beyond Christ’s priesthood for the salvation of men because there is nothing better.  Other priests did not receive the same oath.  That is why their priesthood was only temporary.  It was not the permanent arrangement of how God relates to his people.  This oath enables Jesus to be the guarantee of a better covenant.  It’s not just the new or replacement covenant, it is the improved and better covenant because of its ability to form the ideal partnership between God and man.

E. This new order is permanent (7:23-25).

1. Death prevented priests for remaining forever.  There were either 81 or 83 high priests, depending upon the source.  But each one of them eventually died.  They did not remain priests forever like Christ will remain forever.  He has a permanent priesthood.

2. The permanence of this new order of priest reminds us of the once-for-all sacrifice that was made to obtain it.  The sacrifice was so appropriate and so powerful, that it enables Christ to be an effective high priest forever.

3. Not only does Jesus provide for perfection and access to God, but he also provides salvation.  In fact, he can save completely!

4. He always intercedes for those who come to God.  He is in God’s presence for the purpose of interceding.  He never fails.  He will be there forever.  As one commentator has stated, “To all eternity He remains the introducer of men to God.”

5. Consider some other New Testament verses that show how Christ intercedes for God’s people:
Romans 8:34
34
Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died-- more than that, who was raised to life-- is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  (NIV)

Luke 22:32
32
But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.  (NIV)

John 17:9
9
I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  (NIV)

I John 2:1
1
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense-- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  (NIV)

F. Before we take a look at the last few verses of the chapter, take a look at how The Message paraphrases verses 15 – 25:

Hebrews 7:15-25

15-19
But the Melchizedek story provides a perfect analogy: Jesus, a priest like Melchizedek, not by genealogical descent but by the sheer force of resurrection life—he lives!—"priest forever in the royal order of Melchizedek." The former way of doing things, a system of commandments that never worked out the way it was supposed to, was set aside; the law brought nothing to maturity. Another way—Jesus!—a way that does work, that brings us right into the presence of God, is put in its place. 

20-22
The old priesthood of Aaron perpetuated itself automatically, father to son, without explicit confirmation by God. But then God intervened and called this new, permanent priesthood into being with an added promise: 
   God gave his word; 
      he won't take it back: 
   "You're the permanent priest."
This makes Jesus the guarantee of a far better way between us and God—one that really works! A new covenant. 

23-25
Earlier there were a lot of priests, for they died and had to be replaced. But Jesus' priesthood is permanent. He's there from now to eternity to save everyone who comes to God through him, always on the job to speak up for them.  (The Message)
V. Jesus fulfills the requirements of the Melchizedek order.
A. The fact of the matter is that God’s people need a high priest that is like Melchizedek.  Christians need a high priest that is pure and set apart from the sinful priests of the Old Covenant.  The author makes it clear that Jesus is the high priest who meets that need.

Hebrews 7:26 - 28

26
Such a high priest meets our need-- one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.

27
Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.

28
For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.  (NIV)
B. He doesn’t have to offer sacrifices daily (7:27).  The Levitical priests had to continually offer sacrifices for their sins and the sins of the people.  But Christ made one sacrifice that was so appropriate and so powerful, that it will never have to be made again.

C. He sacrificed for their sins once for all (7:27).  Not only is Christ the great high priest, but he is also the great sacrifice.  He was the one who suffered greatly as a sacrifice for our sins.  This sacrifice was so great that it was a Once-for-all sacrifice.  “Once for All” is the translation of the Greek word hapax.  It means “once, without need or possibility of repetition”, or “once, finally.”  This term shows up eleven times in the book of Hebrews.  It is a key theme for many topics, especially the topic of the sacrifice of Jesus.
D. The law was weak but the oath is strong (7:28).  The law appointed men who were weak.  But the oath appointed the Son.  We have seen how weak the law was because the people could not approach God.  They had to be represented by a weak human in the presence of God.  But the Son is powerful.  He has been made perfect/complete forever.  He helps us develop the relationship we need with God.

E. Jesus meets our need (7:26)!  That’s the good news for Christians.  We have a need, a need to draw close to God.  And Jesus meets that need.  Consider how he meets this need.  He is holy.  He has pioneered a type of holiness that we need as an example.  He is blameless and pure – certainly a key attribute of the sacrifice he made.  If it was not a perfect, blameless sacrifice, it would have to be repeated over and over.  But Jesus was blameless and pure.  He was able to overcome temptation and take on our sins as a blameless sacrifice.  He was “set apart” from sinners.  He is set apart so that he can intercede for us.  He is set apart so that he can be our hope.  He is set apart because he was a forerunner or a pioneer into heaven.  Finally, he is exalted above the heavens, and we should always glorify him.

VI. Conclusion:

A. The Melchizedek story is always intriguing.  Sometimes, it is even intimidating.  However, it doesn’t have to be that way.  The important point the author is conveying is that Christ is of a priesthood that is superior to the old Levitical priesthood.  Furthermore, since the priesthood is different, then the law is different as well.  Therefore, Christians have a better priest and a better covenant because of the once-for-all sacrifice that Christ made.

B. The exciting part about this lesson is found in verse 26.  Jesus meets our need.  That’s pretty powerful.  In previous lessons we have seen how he understands our temptations and struggles.  Here we see that he has made the ultimate sacrifice to provide us with what we need most – access to God.  He makes us perfect so that we can approach God.  And, he always lives to intercede for us.  That’s quite a sacrifice.  That’s quite a blessing.  That’s quite a high priest. 

C. If we truly understand this, then our response should be natural.  Accept him as our Savior and High Priest.  Obey his commands.  Come in the presence of God.  He provided the way.  All we have to do is follow.

VII. Personal Study:

A. Memorize Hebrews 7:26

B. Genesis 14 contains the story of Abram and Melchizedek.  Spend some time reading the story and understanding the relationship between Abram and Melchizedek.

C. Psalm 110 is used in Hebrews 7 to show that Jesus belongs to a different order of priests.  Read the Psalm.  Like many writings in the Old Testament, it had a short-term and a long-term interpretation.  Try to determine what it meant originally.  Then consider what it eventually meant, especially in light of Hebrews.  Consult a commentary if you need additional help.  Be sure to write down your findings.

D. Read Hebrews 8:1 - 8:13 for next week
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Lesson Seven – Teacher’s Lesson Plan

1. Begin the class with a group discussion about kings and priests.  The discussion can be around specific individuals or just the offices in general.  They can be contemporary or in the past, from any nation or religion.  Ask the class to volunteer thoughts and ideas about what it means to be a king.  Record this in one column on the board.  Then ask for thoughts and ideas about what it means to be a priest and record these thoughts in another column.

2. Once you have captured these thoughts on the board, introduce the scope of today’s lesson.  Mention that the lesson will be about an individual from the Old Testament who is comparable to Christ because he is both a king AND a priest.  Provide a synopsis of the background of Melchizedek and Abraham.

3. Spend some time looking at the first ten verses of chapter seven.  Emphasize what we do and do not know about Melchizedek.  Then underscore the importance of the encounter between Melchizedek and Abraham.  Specifically, underscore the fact that Abraham thought of Melchizedek as superior to himself.

4. Then move on to consider the Levitical priesthood and its shortcomings brought out in verses 11-14.

5. Spend some time considering the superiority of the Melchizedek priesthood as shown in verses 15-25.  Emphasize that this type of priesthood provides much more hope.  Also emphasize that this is a permanent type of priesthood.

6. Finally, use verses 26-28 to establish the fact that Jesus meets the requirements of the Melchizedek type of priesthood.  Emphasize that this is the type of priest that “Meets our Need!”

7. Conclude the lesson, encourage personal study and preview the lesson for next week.

Hebrews – Lesson Seven
HE MEETS OUR NEED – Hebrews 7:1-28
STUDENT GUIDE

The scope of Lesson Seven will be an investigation of Melchizedek found in Hebrews chapter seven.  The lesson will begin by understanding who Melchizedek was and why he was important.  It will then move on to show how Jesus is a priest of the Melchizedek type as opposed to the Aaron type.  Finally, the lesson will show how Jesus is a high priest who “Meets Our Need!”
What do we learn about the encounter between Melchizedek and Abraham?

Why is the order of Levitical priests inferior?

Why is the order of Melchizedek priests superior?

In what ways does Jesus fulfill the requirements of the Melchizedek type of priest?

How does Jesus “Meet our Needs?”  In what ways does Jesus meet your needs personally?

Personal Study

1. Memorize Hebrews 7:26

2. Genesis 14 contains the story of Abram and Melchizedek.  Spend some time reading the story and understanding the relationship between Abram and Melchizedek.

3. Psalm 110 is used in Hebrews 7 to show that Jesus belongs to a different order of priests.  Read the Psalm.  Like many writings in the Old Testament, it had a short-term and a long-term interpretation.  Try to determine what it meant originally.  Then consider what it eventually meant, especially in light of Hebrews.  Consult a commentary if you need additional help.  Be sure to write down your findings.

4. Read Hebrews 8:1 - 8:13 for next week

Preview for Lesson Eight
So there’s an old covenant and a new covenant.  Are they essentially the same, or are they very different?  Is the new one just an upgrade of the old one?  What was wrong with the old covenant?  Lesson Nine will look into all of these questions and more as it establishes that a new priest who serves in a new sanctuary is providing a new covenant.
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