Lesson Three – Pay Attention
Lesson Text:
Hebrews 2:1 - 2:18

Memory Verse:
Hebrews 2:1

Lesson Scope:
Lesson three will begin by looking at the exhortation to pay attention and not drift away.  It continues by describing some important features of Jesus that should be paid attention to including the way he was human, the way he is a pioneer, and the way he is a brother.  The lesson will conclude with an exhortation of its own, built upon the contents of Hebrews Chapter Two.

Key Themes in the Lesson:

Pay Attention.  It is too easy to take Jesus and His message for granted.  But it is imperative to pay attention to Jesus.  In fact, careful attention should be paid to Him and His message.
Jesus was a man.  One of the things that is easy to take for granted is that Jesus was human.  He was a man.  Just like the author.  Just like the first century readers.  Just like the readers of Hebrews today.

Jesus is a pioneer.  God expects a lot of his people with the New Covenant.  But Jesus was a pioneer in all of it.  There is nothing that God’s people are asked to do that Jesus hasn’t already done himself.
Jesus is a brother.  Jesus is the brother that cares for and watches out for his siblings.  He is family.
Don’t Drift Away.  This theme comes across in so many ways.  When God’s people don’t pay attention to His Son, then they naturally drift away.  That should not be done, especially considering all that Jesus has done for Christians.
Lesson Objectives:

Encouragement.  Encourage the students to be careful that they do not drift in their faith and their walk with God.
Understand Humanity of Christ.  Develop an understanding of the theological importance of the humanity and suffering of Christ and his triumph over death.

Understand the Pioneer.  Develop an understanding of Jesus as a pioneer and brother for all Christians.

I. Pay attention not to drift away from the message of Jesus.
Hebrews 2:1-4

1
We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.

2
For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment,

3
how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him.

4
God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  (NIV)
A. The Greek word for “pay attention” is prosechein, which means to give heed, or to pay attention.  The word pararrein means to slip, or to drift.  These terms were typically used in a nautical context.  So, these terms present the picture of a ship that is slipping past its harbor or its dock because the pilot has not paid attention to the course.

B. The reference to angels in verse 2 makes it clear that this exhortation builds upon the end of chapter one.  Of course, an exhortation is a warning or encouragement meant to cause some action on the part of the reader.  This warning is pretty severe, because the author sees no escape in verse 3.  In other words, the readers must take a careful evaluation and then set their minds to the effort and diligence required if they hope to avoid spiritual death!
C. The concept of “Drifting Away” is a major theme in the book of Hebrews.  Take a quick look at some other parts of Hebrews that build upon this theme:
1. Recent persecutions have resulted in temptation to fall away
Hebrews 10:32-35

32
Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering.

33
Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.

34
You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.

35
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.

2. Outsiders have tempted the readers to turn away from the living God
Hebrews 3:12

12
See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.

3. The readers have not progressed as far as they should have, because of drifting
Hebrews 5:12

12
In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!

D. To emphasize his point and to bring the proper amount of weight to his concern, the author uses a “from lesser to greater” form of argument in verses 2-3.  It is sometimes referred to as the “light and heavy” argument.  It is a common argument form in the book of Hebrews that we will see many more times.

1. The reasoning presented here is that if such things had validity under the old covenant (lighter, lesser), then they have even more validity under the new covenant (heavier, greater).

2. The thought is that since punishment existed in the old for ignoring the message, then punishment certainly exists for ignoring the message in the new covenant.  In fact, it is reasonable to extend this thinking to realize that the church is placed under a greater responsibility to respond in faith to the message than the responsibility put upon those in the Old Testament.
E. Let’s go on and contrast the “violation” and “disobedience” mentioned in verse 2 with the great salvation in verse 3.  Some versions use the word “transgression” instead of violation, but the meaning is still the same.  It means to cross over the line.  It means to cross God’s line that he has erected in the law.  The term “disobedience” literally means “faulty hearing” or “careless hearing” in Greek.  The context here suggests one who refuses to hear and to take God’s will seriously.  So, we see the description of one who has crossed the line because they were not paying attention.
F. But when violation and disobedience in verse 2 are put up against the Great Salvation in verse 3, there is no contest.  The greatness of the salvation more than overcomes the violation and disobedience.  When on recognizes the greatness, then there is no way to miss it.  It must be paid attention to.  There are many incredible ways in which this salvation can be considered great.  It is great because of who provided it – Jesus Christ.  It is great because it has always been part of God’s plan to fully reveal himself to his people.  It is great because it can really change lives.  It is great because it has withstood the test of time.  You can also think of many ways that this salvation can be considered great.  Coffman has made the following observations about the greatness of the salvation:

1. The greatness of the Savior who achieved it

2. The greatness of the disaster from which it rescues the sinner

3. The greatness of the eternal reward in heaven provided by it

4. The greatness of the Savior’s love that underlies it

5. The greatness of the adversary who opposes it

6. The greatness of that multitude who will receive it

7. The greatness of those certainties upon which it is grounded

II. Pay attention to Jesus, the man.
A. The author has emphasized the importance of paying attention to Jesus.  Now he gets more specific and emphasizes the importance of paying attention to the human nature of Jesus.

Hebrews 2:5-9

5
It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking.

6
But there is a place where someone has testified: "What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?

7
You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor

8
and put everything under his feet." In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him.

9
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  (NIV)
B. The readers are encouraged to understand that Christ was superior to the angels (last week’s lesson) and to anything else in the Old Covenant, because he was a man.  One of the ways the writer of Hebrews does this is to use a quotation from the Old Covenant or Old Testament.  I like the way it was introduced as, “There is a place where someone has testified.”  The important thing is that it was scripture that was being quoted, even if the book, chapter and verse could not be quoted.  This was a common practice in writing of the time in Hebrew writing.  It highlights the fact that it was a divine message, and not just a message from the human author.  The first century readers would immediately recognize this as Holy Scripture.  The scripture is a quotation from the eighth Psalm.
Psalm 8:3-5

3
When I consider your heavens, 
the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place, 

4
what is man that you are mindful of him, 
the son of man that you care for him? 

5
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.  (NIV)
1. The author’s original intention was to describe man’s place in the universe and his dominion over nature.  It dwells upon the physical insignificance of man compared to the spiritual importance of man.  But the New Testament writers saw the Psalm as having even greater significance.  They realized that its ultimate meaning was in the way that Christ fulfilled the language of the Psalm.  In other words, they saw this as a Psalm about the Messiah.  A Messianic Psalm.
2. Other New Testament references where this Psalm is understood as messianic include:

1 Corinthians 15:27
27
For he "has put everything under his feet." Now when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ.  (NIV)
Ephesians 1:22
22
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.  (NIV)
C. But the point of this quotation in Hebrews is to emphasize that Christ suffered the humiliation of becoming a man, even though he is God.  This humiliation was a necessary prerequisite for his eventual triumph over death.  Furthermore, since he was a man, he can understand what it’s like to be a man.
D. In addition, Christ did not come into this world merely to deliver noble teaching, nor to establish some kind of ideal, but he came to die for sin.  He “tasted” death which is a Hebrew expression for the full experience of dying.  He died just like any other human.  We can recall his fear of death, just like other men.  But his ability to overcome death, even though he was a man is what makes him so great.  The suffering and death were the prelude to the glory and honor of which the Psalm speaks.  So, by being a man, and by partaking his man’s nature, Christ was able to redeem and rescue man from the fear of death.  It is important to pay attention to Jesus, the man.
III. Pay attention to the Jesus, the Pioneer.
Hebrews 2:10

10
In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. (NIV)
A. The writer of Hebrews here attempts to encourage his readers with the knowledge that their suffering is a shared experience with Jesus and that it leads to a sharing of his glory.  Although glory can refer to God’s essence or self-manifestation, the meaning here is “heaven.”  So, one of the things that God truly desires is to bring many sons to glory, many people to heaven.
B. But it’s more than just a shared experience.  Jesus actually pioneered the way for others.  Take a look at the word “author” in verse 10.  This word can also be interpreted as “pioneer”.  In fact, The Message paraphrase calls Jesus a Salvation Pioneer:
Hebrews 2:10

10
It makes good sense that the God who got everything started and keeps everything going now completes the work by making the Salvation Pioneer perfect through suffering as he leads all these people to glory.  (The Message)

C. So, as the author of salvation, Jesus was actually the pioneer of the suffering required to bring about salvation.  The reader of Hebrews may think about all the things that he/she has left in order to be a faithful disciple.  Indeed, this can sometimes be discouraging.  But the fact of the matter is that Jesus left even more (heaven) and suffered even more (the cross) than the reader can ever imagine.  That’s because he was the pioneer of leaving everything.  He was the pioneer of suffering.

IV. Pay attention to the Jesus, the brother.
A. Although the readers were encouraged to pay attention to the humanity of Jesus and the pioneering of Jesus, the best is yet to come.  Take a look at these verses:
Hebrews 2:11-18

11
Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.

12
He says, "I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises."

13
And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again he says, "Here am I, and the children God has given me."

14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil--

15
and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.

16
For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants.

17
For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.

18
Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  (NIV)
A. Jesus is the big brother to Christians!  He is the older sibling for God’s people in the New Covenant!  Look at all of the references in verses 11-18 to children, brothers, family, etc.  Jesus is family.  This section of scripture starts out by talking about holy people being in the same family.  In fact, it says that the one who makes others holy (Jesus) is part of the same family as the ones he makes holy (Christians).  The term holy means set apart from the ordinary.  So, the big brother Jesus set his followers apart from the ordinary by placing them in his family.  And, the big brother is not ashamed of his siblings, even when they do shameful things.  How ironic that sometimes these same siblings are ashamed of him.
B. Verse 12 is a quotation from Psalm 22.
Psalm 22:19-22

19
But you, O LORD, be not far off; 
O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

20
Deliver my life from the sword, 
my precious life from the power of the dogs. 

21
Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; 
save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 

22
I will declare your name to my brothers; 
in the congregation I will praise you. (NIV)
1. This is considered a messianic Psalm because of its reference to the deliverance that the Messiah will bring.
2. There is an apparent link between “brothers” and “congregation” in this Psalm, that the writer of Hebrews is using as well.  The meaning is to emphasize the fact that Christ counts as his brothers those who are members of his congregation, those who are members of his church.
C. A quotation from Isaiah
Isaiah 8:17-18

17
I will wait for the LORD, 
who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob. 
I will put my trust in him. 

18
Here am I, and the children the LORD has given me. We are signs and symbols in Israel from the LORD Almighty, who dwells on Mount Zion. (NIV)
1. Once again, the writer has chosen to quote a messianic Psalm.  

2. The two points being emphasized are 

a) The Messiah expresses his complete trust in God and 

b) The Messiah willingly associates himself with God’s children.
D. Verse 14 clearly states that the brother Jesus was just as human as his siblings, even to the point of dying like a human.  Of course, by submitting himself to the limitations that a human experiences and by submitting himself to the death that comes to all humans, he was able to overcome once and for all.  Although this is certainly an important reminder for us today, it was even more significant for first century Christians.  Within a few decades of the crucifixion, a false theory called Docetism spread through the church.  It basically said that Jesus only appeared to be human and his suffering, his temptations, even his own flesh and blood were not real.  The writer of Hebrews was divinely inspired to directly confront and challenge this false teaching. 
E. But since Jesus was real and since he really did suffer and really did die, he was able to overcome the power of death for his family.  Verses 14 and 15 show that he was able to free Christians from the fear and dread of the power of death.  This is the reason Jesus humbled himself by coming to earth.  This is the reason Jesus allowed himself to be crucified on the cross.  This is the reason Jesus rose again.  

a) It was all about overcoming the fear of death, and, more importantly, overcoming the one who holds the power of death – the devil.  Satan uses the power of death to manipulate mankind.  

b) Think about the fear of death, and the way it can make people act.  When that fear is erased, Christians are free to actively pursue the course that Jesus has pioneered.  They are free to say NO to Satan and his temptations.  They are free to realize that this world is temporary, and that a better world is on the other side of death.
F. It is interesting to note in verse 16 that these brothers of Christ are also considered to be Abraham’s descendants.  Of course, Abraham was able to obtain God’s promise because he endured through faith.  It is important to realize that these descendants are not physical descendants through blood, but spiritual descendants through faith.  Consider the following passage from Galatians:
Galatians 3:6-7

6
Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 
7
Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.  (NIV)
G. We will continue to encounter passages in the book of Hebrews that emphasize that Jesus became like his “brothers” in every way including suffering, dying and temptation.  For each one of these encounters, we must remember that he did it for his family.  

H. So, God’s people are brothers and sisters of Jesus.  And, the big brother Jesus has gone through everything that his siblings can imagine.  The big brother Jesus knows how hard we have it, and is willing to help us out.
V. Conclusion:

A. Jesus has pioneered our salvation.  He has been through temptation just like us.  He has been through suffering like us.  What’s more, he’s even been through death.  He can truly relate to what we are going through because he has been flesh and blood just like us.

B. But Jesus has not just endured death.  He has overcome death.  It is not something that Christians have to fear.  Think of the freedom we have as Christians knowing that Satan’s greatest tool is rendered useless because of the sacrifice of Jesus.  The sacrifice of Jesus is the perfect and complete sacrifice that each of us need.

C. Yet, we still have a tendency to drift away.  We all are tempted to ignore a great salvation.  Verse one tells the readers to pay more careful attention.  Certainly that is a valid exhortation for us today.  We have a Savior who cares and who wants to help us out.  Let’s all strive to pay more careful attention to him and his message.

VI. Additional Study:

A. Memory Verse - Hebrews 2:1.

B. The following chapters in the Old Testament were referenced in chapter two of Hebrews.  Spend some time reading these chapters.  Locate a commentary to gain further understanding into the meaning of these passages.

1. Psalm 8 – Compare to 1 Corinthians 15:27 and Ephesians 1:22

2. Psalm 22

3. Isaiah 8

C. Read Hebrews 3:1 – 4:13 for next week.
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Lesson Three – Teacher’s Lesson Plan

1. Start off the lesson by having the class either picture a Boat or a Pioneer.
a) Ask the class to picture a boat in their minds.  It can be of any size or any shape.  Have them picture the captain of the boat.  Have the class brainstorm the responsibilities of the captain and how he goes about fulfilling these responsibilities.  Record their comments on the white board.  You will be able to use this in the lesson as the concept of “drifting away” is discussed.

b) Ask the class to think about the names of pioneers and what they were famous for.  Record the names on the board.  Then ask the class to write down some adjectives to describe a pioneer and record on the board.  You will be able to use this in the lesson as the concept of “Jesus the Pioneer” is discussed. 

2. Introduce the scope of the lesson.
3. Begin the lesson by reviewing the first four verses of Hebrews chapter two and develop the concept of “drifting away.”  Underscore the importance of first century Christians and twenty-first century Christians not drifting away.  Solicit input on ways in which Christians today are tempted to drift away.  Discuss ways to avoid this natural tendency to drift away.

4. Move on to discuss how important it is to pay attention to the humanity of Jesus.  Discuss the implications of Jesus being a human, just like each of his followers.  Talk about the ways in which this humanity encourages his followers.

5. Develop the concept of Jesus being a pioneer of salvation.  Discuss the various ways in which Jesus was a pioneer.  Also discuss the relevance of that pioneering to Christians today.

6. Spend some time developing the idea that Jesus is a big brother and that he considers the faithful to be his family.  Note the number of times that family, brother, etc. are used in this passage.  You probably will not have time to turn to the Old Testament references, but they are provided for your understanding.  Encourage discussion on the practical implications of our being siblings to Jesus?  How does this encourage us?  What impact does this have on our faith?

7. Conclude the lesson by emphasizing that Jesus was a Pioneer, a Brother and a Man.  Remind the class that he was able to overcome death, and Satan himself because he was willing to suffer.  Emphasize the importance of paying attention to the message of Jesus.

8. Point out the homework assignment and the preview for next week.
Hebrews – Lesson Three
PAY ATTENTION – Hebrews 2:1 – 2:18
STUDENT GUIDE

Lesson three will begin by looking at the exhortation to pay attention and not drift away.  It continues by describing some important features of Jesus that should be paid attention to including the way he was human, the way he is a pioneer, and the way he is a brother.  The lesson will conclude with an exhortation of its own, built upon the contents of Hebrews Chapter Two.
What happens when Christians do not Pay Attention by instead Drift Away from the Message of Jesus?
Why is it important to Pay Attention to the Humanity of Jesus?
What is significant about Jesus being a Pioneer?
Why should Christians Pay Attention to Jesus as their Brother?
Personal Study

1. Memory Verse - Hebrews 2:1.

2. The following chapters in the Old Testament were referenced in chapter two of Hebrews.  Spend some time reading these chapters.  Locate a commentary to gain further understanding into the meaning of these passages.

· Psalm 8 – Compare to 1 Corinthians 15:27 and Ephesians 1:22

· Psalm 22

· Isaiah 8

3. Read Hebrews 3:1 – 4:13 for next week.

Preview for Lesson Four
Moses was a great leader in the Old Testament.  In fact, his name shows up many times in the New Testament as well.  However, he led a group of Israelites that refused to truly believe God.  Over time, their hearts became hard and they were rebellious.  Unfortunately, such a danger is not confined to the Old Testament.  Hebrews chapter three delivers a warning about the consequences of hard hearts, unbelief, and rebellion.
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