Lesson Two – Radiance
Lesson Text:
Hebrews 1:1 - 1:14

Memory Verse:
Hebrews 1:3

Lesson Scope:
The scope of the lesson will be chapter one of Hebrews.  It will center around the topic of “Christ is superior to the angels”.  It will first look at the nature of Christ, and then look at the Old Testament quotations to determine how he compares to angels.

Key Themes in the Lesson:

Superiority.  Christ is superior to the angels.  In fact, he is superior to anything humans might try to put ahead of Him.
Power.  The nature of Christ is powerful.  There are many ways to describe Christ.  Many of them center upon power.  Power to create.  Power to sustain.  Powerful enough to be humbled and exalted.
Service.  The Jews held the angels in high regard.  Many people think highly of them today.  But the real nature of the angels is only service.

Lesson Objectives:


Nature of Christ.  Develop an understanding of 1:2-3.  It is hoped that the students will be able to use this as a reference when considering the nature of Christ.

Linkage.  Develop an understanding of the importance of the linkage of the Old Testament to the New Testament.  The goal will be to show examples of the linkage (via the quotations) and to build upon that the importance of that linkage.  It is important to begin the thought process of linkage early in the study of Hebrews.  Later in the book it becomes even more crucial to understanding the importance of both Hebrews, and the Old Testament.

Angels.  Develop a proper understanding of angels with respect to Christ.  There is a lot of attention from Hollywood and the media about angels.  It is important that Christians balance this with a Biblical view.  It is not the objective to conduct an exhaustive study of angels, but it is the objective to discuss them as chapter one of Hebrews discusses them.

Action.  Building upon objective one, the final and most important objective is for each student to internalize nature of Christ.  This will require his/her understanding it and acting upon it in their daily lives.

I. God Spoke.

A. There is no real introduction, but it immediately jumps into the foundation that the book is based upon – God and his revelation.  Take a look at the first verse.
Hebrews 1:1

1
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,

1. Two other books (Genesis and John) also begin with God.  The importance that is emphasized by all three of these books is that man’s understanding of God comes through revelation.  Here in verse one, it mentions “various ways.”  Consider a few of these various ways.
a) God revealed himself in the Old Testament through the Prophets
Jeremiah 23:22

22
But if they had stood in my council, 
they would have proclaimed my words to my people 
and would have turned them from their evil ways 
and from their evil deeds.

Amos 3:7

7
Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing 
without revealing his plan 
to his servants the prophets.

b) God revealed himself to Moses via storm and thunder to Moses 
Exodus 19:16-19

16
On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 
17
Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 
18
Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain [b] trembled violently, 
19
and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.

Deuteronomy 5:22

22
These are the commandments the LORD proclaimed in a loud voice to your whole assembly there on the mountain from out of the fire, the cloud and the deep darkness; and he added nothing more. Then he wrote them on two stone tablets and gave them to me.

c) He revealed Himself through a gentle whisper (or a small voice) to Elijah
1 Kings 19:11-13

11
The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." 
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 
12
After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 
13
When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.

d) Of course, God also revealed Himself via Dreams

Genesis 40:4b-8

4b
After they had been in custody for some time, 
5
each of the two men—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 

6
When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 
7
So he asked Pharaoh's officials who were in custody with him in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?" 

8
"We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them."  Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams." 

Genesis 41:15-16

    15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it." 

    16 "I cannot do it," Joseph replied to Pharaoh, "but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires." 

Daniel 2:19-23

19
During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 
20
and said: "Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; 
wisdom and power are his. 

21
He changes times and seasons; 
he sets up kings and deposes them. 
He gives wisdom to the wise 
and knowledge to the discerning. 

22
He reveals deep and hidden things; 
he knows what lies in darkness, 
and light dwells with him. 

23
I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: 
You have given me wisdom and power, 
you have made known to me what we asked of you, 
you have made known to us the dream of the king." 

2. But despite the fact that God had revealed himself through storms and thunder and dreams and whispers and even through prophets, the job was not done.  God had not completed his task of revealing himself.  He had something far better and significantly superior to anything else he had revealed.
3. That’s one of the main points, one of the main objectives of the book of Hebrews.  The New Covenant brought on by Jesus and his sacrifice goes way beyond the Old Covenant.  As we will see in the lessons to come, the author proves this beyond a shadow of a doubt.

B. God Spoke
1. This shows that God was (and still is) a personal God.  It also shows that God was the author of the Old Testament.  This point becomes important as the book progresses.  Many arguments are based upon quotations from the Old Testament, therefore, they are based on words from God.

2. This is used to emphasize the fact that Christ and Christianity are really from God because God authored the Old Testament, and meant for Christ to be the means of salvation.  Since one of the themes of the book of Hebrews was to show how there was a new covenant, one might expect the authority and/or inspiration of the Old Testament to be challenged.  Instead, both are acknowledged in the very first statement.

C. So, the first verse emphasizes the relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  This relationship is used throughout the book.  We can capitalize on it today by using Hebrews to help us to understand the relationship of the Old Testament and New Testament.  By doing that, we can develop a more complete picture of God.

II. The Son is …
A. After confirming the authority of the Old and New Testaments in verse one, the author goes on to make a quick summary of the book in verses two and three.  In addition to a summary, it also establishes the approach to Christ.  It also emphasizes the significance of Christ in the plan of God.
B. The author starts these two verses with a reference to the “last days.”  These last days to the finality of God’s revelation through Christ.  After all the other ways of revealing himself, the sacrifice of His son was the ultimate revelation.
Hebrews 1:2-3

2
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.

3
The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

C. What a powerful passage about the nature of Christ!  No fewer than seven facts are presented about His nature.  These seven facts make up one of the most elaborate statements about Christ in the New Testament.  When internalized, these facts are powerful to the Christian

D. Similar statements can be found in the following passages.  Each has a rhythmic style (as does the one in Hebrews) indicating they might have been early Christian hymns.

John 1:1-15

1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2
He was with God in the beginning. 

3
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
4
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
5
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

6
There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 
7
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 
8
He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
9
The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 
10
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 
11
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
12
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 
13
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 

14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

15
John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' "

Colossians 1:15-20

15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
16
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 
17
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
19
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
20
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Philippians 2:5-11

5
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

6
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
7
but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

8
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 
9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.

E. Let’s take a look at the seven facts.
1. Heir of all things.  Christ is an example of one who did not forfeit his inheritance.  This provides a transitional link between Christ’s work as Son and his place in the universe.

2. Creator.  Notice the phrase “through whom he made the universe.”  Christ was an agent of creation.
3. Radiance of God’s glory.  He reflects the glory of God.  The word glory can be thought of as “that which makes God impressive to man.”  Indeed, He is impressive.  Apparently, this word was commonly used in Greek circles.  It shows Christ as superior because he partakes of God’s nature

4. The exact representation of his (God’s) being.  This affirms Christ’s likeness to God.  The metaphor is one of a seal or a stamp.  Christ is the revelation of God’s very essence.  Christ is a superior revelation to the prophets.  Christ also has a right to receive men’s worship, adoration, and obedience

5. Sustaining all things by his powerful word.  I have to admit, I like this verse.  They say there is power in written word.  But there is immensely more power in Christ’s word!  Sounds a lot like a verse in Colossians.
Colossians 1:17

17
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

6. He provided purification for sins.  Purification refers to Christ’s work as a high priest.  Purification comes through the shedding of blood.  Since the blood of bulls and goats could not effect purification, Christ’s death was the only sacrifice that could bring about purification.

7. He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  Once Christ’s work on earth was done, he took his place in Heaven.  The term “sat down” indicates that his work is done.  This metaphor is a reference to the custom of ancient kings to elevate their favorite minister to a seat on the king’s right hand.  In this statement, the transition from earth to heaven is described.  It sounds a lot like a few other scriptures in the New Testament.
1 Peter 3:21b-22

21b
It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22
who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

Ephesians 1:19b - 21

19b
That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 
20
which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 
21
far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
III. The Son is superior to the Angels
A. As we read further, it becomes clear that the author of Hebrews really wanted his readers to understand that Jesus, and his relationship as the Son of God, is different than that of the angels.  His relationship is superior.
Hebrews 1:4

4
So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  (NIV)
1. Many times in the Old Testament, angels were referred to as “sons of God” as seen in the following scriptures.  References are made to two versions below, to show how the term “sons of God” and “angels” are used in the Old Testament.
Job 1:6
6
One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them.  (NIV)
6
Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.  (KJV)
Job 2:1
1
On another day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them to present himself before him.  (NIV)
1
Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.  (KJV)
Job 38:7

6
On what were its footings set, 
or who laid its cornerstone- 

7
while the morning stars sang together 
and all the angels shouted for joy?  (NIV)
6
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; 

7
When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?  (KJV)
2. It is quite possible that some of the readers thought of Jesus as another one of these angels, or  another one of these sons of God.  But the author points out that he is not just “a son”, but he is “The Son.”  It makes sense to us intuitively today, so we may wonder why Christ needs to be compared to angels in the first place.  Part of the answer is found in understanding how the Jews considered angels.  Consider the following quote of Cargill by Coffman:

The Jews had developed an elaborate system of angelology . . . They came to think of angels as intermediaries between God and man (and) also believed that there were millions and millions of them.  They had many duties.  They delivered messages, presided over the destiny of Israel, controlled the movement of stars, manipulated history.  There were angels over the sea, the frost, the dew, the rain, the snow, the hail, the thunder and the lightning.  There were angels who were wardens of hell and torturers of the damned.  There were destroying angels and angels of punishment.

B. So, what is the meaning of all this?  Why is the author of Hebrews making this point?  Where is he going with this?  

1. It ends up that the author has just introduced his topic of showing the superiority of Christ to angels.  In the following verses, we will see this authority in multiple ways including authority, relationship to God and in going through everything that humans go through.

2. An interesting approach is taken to drive this home to the readers of Hebrews.  This approach has three main steps:
a) Cite a well known scripture (from what we call the Old Testament)

b) Refute the prevailing Jewish interpretation – or at least show that the interpretation was only partial in its fulfillment

c) Demonstrate that Jesus Christ is ultimate fulfillment of the scripture

3. Individually, these seem like fairly common verses.  But when the author puts them together, they become a very powerful expression about the nature of Christ and His superiority to angels.

C. Consider the entire passage before we break it down citation by citation:
Hebrews 1:5 – 1:13
5a
For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father"? 

5b
Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?

6
And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him."

7
In speaking of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire."

8
But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.

9
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy."

10
He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.

11
They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment.

12
You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end."

13
To which of the angels did God ever say, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"?

D. Citation One - 1:5a – Relationship
1. The first citation is found in the first half of verse 5.  It is one of those scriptures with a double meaning or double fulfillment.  (See Additional Reference – Use of the Old Testament in Hebrews).

2. The citation comes from Psalm 2:7, and the words were originally spoken of the anointed king.  The common Jewish interpretation is that God is addressing some angel, since angels are frequently called sons of God.  

3. But the author of Hebrews shows that the Psalm really refers to an individual, only one son.  And this individual is not just “a son” but he is  “The Son.”  He is the Son of God, not just another angelic being.  So, he is superior to the angels.

E. Citation Two - 1:5b – Relationship
1. This citation comes from 2 Samuel 7:14.  This was originally a reference to God’s covenant (promise) with David which was to be eternal.  The idea is adoption, and it refers to David’s adoption as a son.

2. Common Jewish interpretation would limit this to only mean David.

3. However, the author of Hebrews presents this as proof that the ultimate fulfillment of this passage is that Jesus enjoys a relationship to God that no angel ever experienced.  He enjoys the relationship of being a son.
F. Citation Three - 1:6 – Worship
1. This citation comes from Deuteronomy 32:43, and God is the one speaking.  Interestingly, these precise terms only show up in the Greek version of the Old Testament known as the Septuagint.
2. Nevertheless, this citation makes clear the proper place to consider angels in comparison to his firstborn, his Son.  The angels are to worship The Son.  Obviously, the one worshipping is inferior to the one being worshipped.  Consistent with our objective here, The Son, Christ, is superior to the angels.  Pretty clear.

G. Citation Four - 1:7 – Blowing and Flaming Servants
1. This citation comes from Psalm 104:4.  If you turn back there, you will notice that it uses the word “messengers” instead of angels.  However, the Septuagint (Greek Old Testament) actually uses the term “angels.”  So, it might throw us off for a minute, but these terms would have been understood for the original readers.
2. The main thing to understand from this citation is that it places angels in their appropriate position with other creatures.  They are not as stable as The Son (Christ).  In fact, their stability is comparable to the wind and fire when compared to Christ.  Furthermore, they are still just servants.  No doubt, Christ is superior. 

H. Citation Five - 1:8-9 – Companions
1. These two verses come from Psalm 45:6,7.  The original context of Psalm 45 is the celebration of a royal wedding, but it has a messianic interpretation as well.  (The term “anointing” gives it away as a Messianic passage.)  Since Christ is the messianic king, the words apply to him above all.  And the words tell us that he is above his companions, which apparently refers to angels.  
2. In addition, the term “For ever” is put in direct contrast to the unstable nature of angels put in the previous verse.  Once again, Christ is better than the angels.  Once again, He is superior.

I. Citation Six - 1:10-12 – Creation
1. Verses 10 through 12 quote Psalm 102:25-27.  Psalm 102 is a desperate cry of one in distress, who realizes the brevity of his own life, but also realizes the eternal nature of God.  The author here understands the “Lord” of verse 10 to be Christ, thus showing the superiority of Christ.  It is significant that the author does not hesitate to conclude that the words originally addressed to Jehovah are applied to Jesus Christ.

2. Although there is no direct reference to angels in these verses, the context remains angels.  And, none of the original readers would have thought that an angel would be involved in creation.  So, the implied point is that Christ is so superior to angels, that he was even involved in the creation of the earth.

J. Citation Seven - 1:13 – Right Hand
1. The final citation comes from Psalm 110:1.  Similar to the previous citation, this passage is applied to Christ as one who has already been exalted in this world, and carries on elsewhere.

IV. Angels only serve
A. The author of Hebrews sums up his argument with the following verse:

Hebrews 1:14

14
Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

B. Christ exercises authority, but angels only serve.  Service is still important, but it is inferior to the role of Christ.  The role of the angels is to serve those who are to inherit salvation.

C. For additional information on the nature of angels, see Additional Reference – Angels after the conclusion of this study.

V. Conclusion

A. Christ is superior to the angels.  Seven quotations were provided to show how He is superior.  Although originally written for a Jewish community who struggled with over-emphasizing the role of angels, the words certainly apply today.  We can all do well to remember the eternal and powerful significance of our Savior as contrasted with the servant and unstable nature of the angels.

B. The real take-away from chapter one of Hebrews is the nature of Christ, as found in verses 2-3.  Each word is powerful in its description of Jesus.  

1. Remember the key words:

a) Heir

b) Universe

c) Radiance

d) Representation

e) Sustaining

f) Purification

g) Right Hand

2. What a wonderful list of attributes to think of our Redeemer.

C. The book of Hebrews will continue to build up the picture of Christ and his importance.  It is imperative that we also build this same picture in our mind.  When we realize what a great Redeemer we have, it compels us to follow him and look for his will.

VI. Personal Study:

A. Memory Verse - Hebrews 1:3

B. Consider the verses below that indicate the nature of Christ.  After you have read them, write a sentence or two to summarize each one.  Additionally, spend some time writing a paragraph that describes the nature of Christ in a way that is meaningful to you.

1. John 1:1-15

2. Colossians 1:15-20

3. Philippians 2:5-11

C. Spend some time reviewing the Old Testament quotations from Chapter One of Hebrews.  Consider each verse in its original context by reading the verses and chapters around it.  Observe how it was originally meant, and how it was ultimately meant in reference to Christ.  The Old Testament quotations are as follows:

1. Psalm 2:7

2. 2 Samuel 7:14

3. Deuteronomy 32:43 (Remember, this is a quote from the Septuagint version, so you won’t see the exact same words on this verse)

4. Psalm 104:4

5. Psalm 45:6,7

6. Psalm 102:25-27

7. Psalm 110:1

D. Psalm 110 is quoted frequently in Hebrews.  Take a few minutes to review the Psalm.  If you can, locate a commentary to gain further insight into the Psalm.

E. Read Hebrews 2:1-18 for next week.

VII. Additional Reference – Angels

There is a lot of discussion about angels in our society today.  In fact, the subject of angels is quite popular, profitable, and even politically correct.  Consider the popularity of the subject.  Several movies and television shows have been made recently that center on angels.  These shows attract a large following that is excited and impressed by the existence and work of angels.  This popularity turns directly into profitability for Hollywood.

What seems more amazing is that angels are a politically correct topic.  Although it is risky to speak of God and the church in a positive light, it is perfectly acceptable to speak of angels in a positive light.  For some reason, portraying God’s will through an angel is much more palatable to society than a Christian who wants to share God’s word.

With these factors in mind, it is important that we understand the importance and significance of angels.  Obviously, we can only know for certain what God has revealed about them in the scriptures.  Beyond that is speculation.  In fact, much of what we see on TV and in the movies is indeed speculation.  Burton Coffman has developed a summary of angels, based on what can be found in the scriptures.  A synopsis of this summary is found below:  

A. General Facts we know about angels:

1. They are innumerable - Hebrews 12:22, Matthew 26:53.

2. They are an organized group.

a) Matthew 26:53 - Twelve Legions

b) Jude 9 - abandoned positions of authority

c) Matthew 18:10 - children have high ranking angels

d) This organization is possibly where such terms as “seraphim”, “cherubim”, and “archangel” were derived.

3. They are connected with the affairs of the kingdom of God.

a) Luke 15:7 - rejoicing over one sinner who repents

b) Mark 8:38 - angels are around Christ and the Father

B. Services provided by Angels (Hebrews 1:14)

1. Luke 16:22 - They bear away the souls of the righteous unto death.

2. Jude 6 - They oppose purposes and designs of Satan in the name of the Lord.

3. They execute punitive judgments of God upon the very wicked.

a) 2 Kings 19:35 - Sennacherib

b) Acts 12:23 - Herod

4. Daniel 10:20 - They exert influence over the rulers and governments of nations.

5. Acts 10:3 - They aid providentially in bringing the unsaved to hear the redeeming words of the gospel.

6. Matthew 18:10 - They exercise solicitous care over little children.

7. Revelation 10 - They are actively employed in maintaining free course and availability of the word of God.

C. Angels are not capable of some things.

1. It is not recorded that any of them ever preached the gospel.

2. It is not indicated that they have the power to reproduce themselves.

The writer of Hebrews was concerned about Christians who considered angels above Christ himself.  The concern is still valid today.  Although angels certainly do exist, and they certainly have an active role, we must continually remind ourselves that it is Christ who paid the debt to buy our salvation.

VIII. Additional Reference – Use of the Old Testament in Hebrews
There is no doubt that a linkage exists between the Old and New Testaments.  We know the same God was involved in the delivery of each.  One way we see this linkage is in the quotation of Old Testament scriptures in the New Testament.  Below is a detailed discussion by Neil Lightfoot on the usage of the Old Testament in the New Testament and its importance.  You can read this and more by reading “Jesus Christ Today, a commentary on the Book of Hebrews” by Neil R. Lightfoot, pages 63-66.  It was first published in 1976.

Beginning here (Hebrews 2:5) and going to the end of the chapter, the author strings together seven quotations from the Old Testament on the relationship of the Son and angels.  Since at first glance he seems to select his passages arbitrarily and even capriciously, legitimate questions are raised as to how the author understood or undertook to explain his Old Testament.  This, in turn, opens up the whole area of the connections between the testaments and of how diverse New Testament writers make citations from the Old Testament.

The subject is not new, but in the last decade or so it has been discussed with new vigor and flare.  This is evident from the recent essays and books that have been published on the subject.  Aside from questions on variant forms of texts and manner of quotation, much of the discussion has centered on the Old Testament contexts of the quotations and whether the New Testament author respected, modified, or violated the original contexts.  And on this score the general view has been that the tendency of the New Testament author was to look high and low for “proof texts” without regard for the original meaning of a passage.

The work of Dodd and Tasker, among others, runs counter to this view.  Dodd attempts to show that practically all of the New Testament citations from the Old Testament, instead of being detached like bits and pieces, are more like parts of a whole – that the writers did not draw from isolated contexts but from whole contexts which they recognized as appropriate sources for their quotations.  In other words, Dodd finds more method and understanding of redemptive history in New Testament writers than has often been allowed.  Tasker expresses a similar view, but with a different emphasis.  He laments that biblical scholars, searching for the precise historical situation which prompted a prophet’s utterance, have forgotten the truth “that the divine revelation is not conditioned entirely by the circumstances in which it was first given, nor is its significance limited to the historical situation in which man first gave utterance to it, but that it has a far wider reference.

G.B. Caird speaks similarly as he addresses himself to the interpretative method of the author of Hebrews.  Caird reacts strongly against any viewpoint that would represent the author as employing farfetched exegesis.  “I should like to suggest that, so far from being an example of fantastic exegesis which can be totally disregarded by modern Christians, Hebrews is one of the earliest and most successful attempts to define the relation between the Old and New Testaments, and that a large part of the value of the book is to be found in the method of exegesis which was formerly dismissed with contempt.”  Hebrews, by means of the author’s approach to the Old Testament ties the testaments together as perhaps no other book of the New Testament does.  The God who spoke in the former covenant speaks much more in the latter.  Indeed, He is still speaking – through the Son, to be sure, but in the “living,” written word as well (4:12).  For this reason the formulas that introduce the quotations are, for example, “God says” (1:5, 6ff), “Christ says” (10:5), and the “Holy Spirit says” (3:7; 10:15) – with emphasis on the present tense.  The author’s consistent view of the Scripture is that it is indisputably authoritative and normative.

The word fulfill does not occur in the Epistle.  Yet it is true that everything in the Epistle has the stamp of fulfillment on it.  Events of Israel’s past and its holy institutions are alike seen as shadows and types of a greater, fuller reality in Christ.  It is no wonder that Scripture, too, partakes of this character of fulfillment.

This is why the New Testament elsewhere does not hesitate to speak of itself in terms of fulfillment – “to fulfill what the Lord had spoken through the prophet,” “in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled,” etc.  The term itself needs explanation, for without it there can be no true conception of fulfillment.  The word fulfill (the Greek pleroo) means “to fill up,” “to make completely full,” “to complete,” “to bring into full effect,” etc.  As the word is applied to Scripture, the thing to remember is that it is God who fills or fulfills his word.  It is not possible that His word be empty or unfilled.  From the moment His word is spoken it has meaning.  The appropriate terms, then, are not “empty” and “full,” but “full and “fuller,” with “fulfillment” suggesting that God has filled up the full measure of His word.

This suggests antecedents that become basic presuppositions for a Christian understanding of fulfilled Scripture.  God moved in Israel’s history.  He worked His world-plan by means of this history, which reached its climax in Christ.  Therefore, Old Testament events and institutions point beyond themselves.  A prophet’s statement might refer back to past history, or relate to a contemporary scene, or speak predictively with reference to the future.  Jeremiah’s “Rachel weeping for her children” (Jeremiah 31:15) is a poetic picture relating to a contemporary scene of lamentation over the impending bondage of the nation of Israel.  But the words are relevant – have their full meaning – in connection with the slaughter of infants at Bethlehem when Messiah was born (Matthew 2:18).  Hosea is speaking of God’s love for Israel and of His deliverance of Israel from Egypt when he says, “Out of Egypt I called my son” (Hosea 11:1).  Matthew’s use of this statement, with application to Jesus’ return from Egypt (Matthew 2:15), is indiscriminate only if in his eyes it has no fuller meaning in Jesus.  If redemptive history is piecemeal, if it forms a line of continuity from testament to testament, such prophetic words do have fulfillment – call it illustrative or analogical or typological or verbal or whatever – and real meaning.

The author of Hebrews possessed just this perspective of history.  Writing in the “today” of God’s saving act in Christ, with the light of the gospel and the gift of the spirit, he is sure that the Spirit spoke and still speaks in Scripture.  For the specific applications he makes of Old Testament texts, see the discussions on the pertinent passages.
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Lesson Two – Teacher’s Lesson Plan

1. Begin the class with a quick review of last week.  You don’t need to spend much time, but just cover the highlights and re-lay the foundation for our study of the book of Hebrews.

2. Conduct a brainstorming activity with the class.  Ask class members to leave their Bibles closed and think about the nature of Christ.  Solicit words or short phrases from the class that you can put on the whiteboard.  Review the list with the class and mention that the first few verses of the book of Hebrews provide an excellent summary of the nature of Christ.

3. Call attention to the Text and Scope of the lesson.  Hand out student guides if you have not already done so.

4. Spend a few minutes discussing the importance of revelation of God to his people.  Read Hebrews 1:1.  Pick a couple of the Old Testament verses to emphasize some of the ways that God spoke to his people in the Old Testament.  Then emphasize the fact that until Jesus came, he had not completely revealed himself.  He still had saved the best revelation for last.  Also show how the book of Hebrews shows how the New Covenant (Testament) is not a contrast but rather a fulfillment of the Old Covenant (Testament).  In other words, the good news from Christ was completely in synch with the message from God all along.

5. Now move on to verses 2-3.  This is the summary of attributes mentioned earlier about the nature of Christ.  Don’t worry about sharing the passages from John, Colossians and Philippians – they are really for your reference.  Spend some time here emphasizing the seven attributes.  Encourage your class to share their thoughts on these attributes, and what each means to them.  If time allows, compare these two verses to the references to Colossians, 1 Peter and Ephesians.

6. If time allows, you will be able to get into a detailed study of each of the citations from the Old Testament regarding the superiority of Christ to the angels.  If time does not allow, you can provide a quick summary and encourage the class to study this on their own at home.

7. Verse 14 should be used as a good summary of the nature of Christ to the angels.  They are servants.

8. Conclude the lesson by emphasizing that Christ is superior to the angels.  In fact, he is superior to many things we tend to put ahead of him today.  The first century may have struggled with prioritizing angels, but we have plenty of other things to struggle with today.

9. Be sure to reference the Personal Study and encourage the class to read ahead for next time.

Hebrews – Lesson Two
RADIANCE – Hebrews 1:1 – 1:14
STUDENT GUIDE

The scope of the lesson will be chapter one of Hebrews.  It will center around the topic of “Christ is superior to the angels”.  It will first look at the nature of Christ, and then look at the Old Testament quotations to determine how he compares to angels.
Write down the key words that describe Jesus in Hebrews 1:2 – 1:3
In what ways is Jesus superior to the angels?
Why is it important today that realize the superiority of Jesus to the angels?
Personal Study

A. Memory Verse - Hebrews 1:3

B. Consider the verses below that indicate the nature of Christ.  After you have read them, write a sentence or two to summarize each one.  Additionally, spend some time writing a paragraph that describes the nature of Christ in a way that is meaningful to you.

1. John 1:1-15

2. Colossians 1:15-20

3. Philippians 2:5-11

C. Spend some time reviewing the OT quotations from Chapter One of Hebrews.  Consider each verse in its original context by reading the verses and chapters around it.  Observe how it was originally meant, and how it was ultimately meant in reference to Christ.  The Old Testament quotations are as follows:

1. Psalm 2:7

2. 2 Samuel 7:14

3. Deuteronomy 32:43 (Remember, this is a quote from the Septuagint version, so you won’t see the same words on this verse)

4. Psalm 104:4

5. Psalm 45:6,7

6. Psalm 102:25-27

7. Psalm 110:1

D. Psalm 110 is quoted frequently in Hebrews.  Take a few minutes to review the Psalm.  If you can, locate a commentary to gain further insight into the Psalm.

E. Read Hebrews 2:1-18 for next week.

Preview for Lesson Three
Why is it important that Jesus came to earth? Why did he have to suffer?  How does this relate to my salvation?  Hebrews Two is a powerful chapter that provides insight into these questions.  It also encourages Christians to pay attention and not drift away.
00_Hebrews_Lesson_One_Introduction.doc
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