Lesson Ten – Let Us …
Lesson Text:
Hebrews 10:19 – 11:40
Memory Verse:
Hebrews 10:22-25
Lesson Scope:
Lesson Ten encompasses the exhortation from the last half of Hebrews Ten.  It takes all of the doctrinal information provided in previous chapters and applies a practical meaning.  That meaning is that sin should be avoided and Christians should persevere through their struggles.  After all, they have a high priest who provides them with the confidence to enter into God’s presence.  The lesson then goes on to emphasize the importance of Hebrews chapter 11.  This high-level overview of the chapter will emphasize that people long ago were commended for their faith, and they provide excellent examples for God’s people to be faithful today.

Key Themes in the Lesson:

Let Us.  Christianity is a religion of action, not just mere thought.  Knowing God and his Son brings Christians to the point of action.  In this chapter, the author develops what this action should be with imperatives beginning with “Let Us…”.

Confidence.  Christians have the confidence to enter the Most Holy Place (10:19).  This confidence should not be thrown away (10:35).

Sin.  Sin means rejecting the Son of God and the Spirit (10:29).  This sin will receive its punishment, and should be avoided.

Faith and Perseverance.  These two terms are inseparable.  The faith of the people long ago enabled them to persevere through various hardships, and can enable the readers of Hebrews to persevere as well.

Hope.  The common trait of the faithful is that they were all looking forward to better promises and a better homeland.

Lesson Objectives:

Encourage Drawing Near.  Develop an appreciation and understanding of the need for Christians to draw near not only to God, but also to each other.

Underscore Avoidance of Sin.  Develop an understanding of what sin really means to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Set Expectations on Perseverance.  All Christians struggle with persevering through temptation and sin.  But, there is a way to overcome.  The objective will be to develop an understanding of how to overcome and persevere.

Understand the power of faith.  The power of faith applied to the people long ago, to the first century Christians, and to contemporary Christians.

I. Since we have confidence…
A. The case has been built.  This case has described how important and essential is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  What’s more, it’s a special sacrifice that was once for all.  Before the author gets into the imperatives, he reminds his readers of what he has been saying all along.  Specifically, he reminds them of the confidence in approaching God.

B. Now, it’s time to consider what the appropriate response should be.  For Christians, usually the response is one of action.  The middle part of chapter ten digs into these actions, many of which are prefaced with “Let Us…”.

Hebrews 10:19-21

19
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,

20
by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,

21
and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  (NIV)
C. Confidence (19-20).  We have confidence to enter the most holy place, to approach God Himself.  Remember a few chapters back when we were told of this confidence: 
Hebrews 4:16
16
“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  (NIV)

D. Great Priest (21).  Christians have a Great High Priest over the house of God.  This Great High Priest, and the confidence he provides was shown in the passages below:

1. Christ pioneered the way to get to the Most Holy Place, the sanctuary, the house of God:

Hebrews 2:10

10
In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.  (NIV)

Hebrews 6:19b-20
19b
It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 
20
 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.”  (NIV)

2. Christ is right there as a mediator:

Hebrews 7:25
25
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.  (NIV)

Hebrews 9:15

15
For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance-- now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.  (NIV)

3. The cleansing power of Christ’s blood made this possible:

Hebrews 9:12
12
He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  (NIV)

II. … Let us Draw Near to God.

A. Now, it’s time to consider what the appropriate response should be.  For Christians, usually the response is one of action.  The middle part of chapter ten digs into these actions, many of which are prefaced with “Let Us…”.

Hebrews 10:22-25

22
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

23
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

24
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.

25
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  (NIV)
B. Let us draw near with a sincere heart(22).  The way has been pioneered.  The way has been opened.  We have a way to cleanse ourselves.  We have a mediator.  There is no reason to avoid drawing near to God and coming into his presence.  It is something He wants, and it is something we need.  It is also imperative that we draw near with a sincere heart.  Indeed, it is impossible to really get close to God without one.  This reminds us of the quotations earlier in Hebrews where Jeremiah looked forward to the time when God’s people would have His law on their hearts and in their minds (8:8-12), (10:16-17).

C. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess (23).  The hope we have is because of the sacrifice Jesus made.  This reminds us of 
Hebrews 3:14
14
“We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.”  (NIV)

Hebrews 6:18-20
18
“God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.  
19
 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,  
20
 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.”  (NIV)

D. Let us spur (24).  Let us consider how we may spur one another one.  We all know how important it is to have the support of other Christians.  Here, the writer encourages us to encourage others to be loving and to do the right things.  

E. Let us not give up meeting together (25).  Here’s a temptation that hits us all at one time or another.  Our lives are so busy that it is so easy to fall into the temptation of not wanting to meet with other Christians.  We think we can miss a Wednesday night here or a Sunday evening there.  But God knows how we are made.  He understands our weaknesses.  He also understands that being with other Christians helps us overcome our weaknesses.  God knows we need each other, and he encourages us to be together.  This brings to mind a passage from earlier in Hebrews:
Hebrews 3:13
13
“But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.”  (NIV)

III. … Let us Avoid Sin.

A. The following section doesn’t actually use the words “Let Us” but it certainly implies Let us Avoid Sin.

Hebrews 10:26 – 10:31

26
If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,

27
but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.

28
Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.

29
How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

30
For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people."

31
It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  (NIV)
B. There are consequences for deliberately continuing to sin (26-27).

1. At first glance, it looks like there might not be a sacrifice left for somebody once they have sinned.  However, this thought is similar to a thought we saw before:  
Hebrews 6:6b
6b
They are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace (NIV)
2. It is reminding us that a sacrifice was made once for all.  When we sin, we do not need a new sacrifice to be made, but we are ignoring the sacrifice that has already been made.  It is as though we are asking Christ to be crucified all over again.

3. If we continue to sin, and our life becomes defined by sin instead of Christ, then there are certainly consequences.  The biggest consequence is the one mentioned in (27) of judgment and raging fire.  God is merciful, but he will execute judgment.  Don’t be deceived by common popular thought that ignores the judgment part of God’s nature.

C. Severe punishment awaits those who reject the Son of God (28-29).  Once again we see the Lesser to Greater argument.  The followers of the Law that Moses provided received judgment and punishment under that law.  The followers of God under the new covenant can expect even more judgment and punishment because they have ignored such a greater sacrifice and bigger gift.  They have treated as unholy that which is extremely holy.

D. It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God (30-31).  The quotations are from Deuteronomy.
Deuteronomy 32:35-36
35
“It is mine to avenge; I will repay. In due time their foot will slip; their day of disaster is near and their doom rushes upon them."  
36
The LORD will judge his people and have compassion on his servants when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free.”  (NIV)

1. The occasion in Deuteronomy is the song of Moses that he proclaimed to the people of Israel before his death.  He wanted the people to understand that God’s word should be on their hearts and part of their life.  Too bad they didn’t follow his instructions.

2. Verse 31 is quite a verse.  It reminds us that God will judge people.  It reminds us that despite all of the goodness and love and hope that he represents, that there are consequences for not accepting it to our hearts.  It also reminds us that God indeed is living and not dead or dormant as some would have us to believe.

IV. … Let us Persevere.

A. The author reminds the readers that at one time they were so excited and so convicted by their faith, that they naturally persevered.  They naturally stood their ground, even in the face of suffering.  They had confidence, which they are now tempted to throw away.
Hebrews 10:32-39

32
Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering.

33
Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.

34
You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.

35
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.

36
You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.

37
For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay.

38
But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him."

39
But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.  (NIV)
B. Remember the earlier days (32-34).

1. The original readers of Hebrews were like all of us.  They had some initial victories.  They had good intentions.   They were on the right track.  But over time, they began to lose their way.  They were unable to persevere through the trials and temptations that came their way.  Their faith began to waver.

2. The writer here reminds them of the earlier days when they had this attitude and eagerness to serve the Lord.  In fact, the entire book is all about perseverance and faith.

3. Indeed, this encouragement applies to us today as well.  We can think back to our earlier times and be encouraged.  If we are successful, then we will be creating some more “earlier times” that we can look back to in the future.

C. Don’t throw away your confidence (35-36).  We should not throw away the confidence mentioned in (19) and in other parts of the book.  We have confidence to enter God’s presence.  We also have confidence to persevere and be faithful because we know we have a better homeland waiting.

D. Don’t shrink back (37-38).  The quotation comes from Habakkuk 2:3,4.

E. We are of those who believe and are saved (39).  What a statement of confidence!  What a statement of faith!  Sounds like a great time to remind the readers of some who have shown such confidence and faith.  And that’s exactly where the writer goes next.
V. By Faith…
A. Chapter 11 of Hebrews, the Faith Hall of Fame, starts out with a simple explanation of faith for God’s people:

Hebrews 11:1-3
1
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

2
This is what the ancients were commended for.

3
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.  (NIV)
B. There are many approaches to chapter eleven of Hebrews.  Many lessons can be taken from this chapter alone.  The following sections will look at the power of faith from three different perspectives.

C. The first perspective will be to consider how faith empowered the people who lived under the old covenant.  Although they had a different covenant, they still had the same God, and still needed the same faith.  It is helpful to understand how they used this faith.

D. The second perspective will be to look at some characteristics of faith that emphasize its power.  When we understand what faith is and how it can help us in our lives, it makes us want to secure that faith and the hope it provides.

E. The final perspective will be to look at the close linkage between faith and perseverance.  The book of Hebrews is about the type of faith that enables perseverance.  So, it only makes sense that this type of a theme would arise when considering faith.  Of course, it is also important for us to persevere today as well.
VI. Faith was powerful long ago.

A. Faith before the flood (11:4 – 11:7).

Hebrews 11:4-7
4
By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.

5
By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.

6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

7
By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  (NIV)
B. Faith of Abraham (11:8 – 11:12).

Hebrews 11:8-12
8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.

9
By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.

10
For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

11
By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.

12
And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  (NIV)
C. Faith in the Homeland (11:13 – 11:16).

Hebrews 11:13-16
13
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.

14
People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.

15
If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.

16
Instead, they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  (NIV)
D. Faith of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph (11:17 – 11:22).

Hebrews 11:17-22
17
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son,

18
even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."

19
Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.

20
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.

21
By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.

22
By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.  (NIV)
E. Faith of Moses and the Israelites (11:23 – 11:31).

Hebrews 11:23-31
23
By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.

24
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.

25
He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.

26
He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.

27
By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.

28
By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.

29
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.

30
By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days.

31
By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.  (NIV)
F. Other Examples of Faith (11:32 – 11:38).

Hebrews 11:32-38
32
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets,

33
who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,

34
quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.

35
Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection.

36
Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison.

37
They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated--

38
the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.  (NIV)
VII. Faith is still powerful.

A. Faith is a powerful component of a Christian’s life.  Faith is essential for Christians to persevere through the various trials and temptations they encounter.  The writer of Hebrews realized the first century Christians desperately needed this faith.  We also need this faith today.  So, it is helpful to understand the power of faith.  Some of the verses below emphasize this power.

B. Faith ensures hope (11:1).  Without that faith, it is hard to hold onto the hope that is so essential for us.

C. Faith provides understanding (11:3).  Science has trouble here.  We can understand some things that a scientist cannot because he doesn’t have faith.  It is also a soothing thought to be able to have a sense of understanding because of faith.  We don’t have to understand everything perfectly because we have faith in the one who put it all together.

D. Faith pleases God (11:5-6).  Without faith, we can’t please God.  We must believe that he exists.  We also must believe that he rewards those who seek him.  In other words, we have to believe that he is living and wants us to be spiritually alive as well.

E. Faith looks forward (11:10).  When you think about it, that’s what provides the perseverance.  Looking forward to something better enables us to make it through hard times now.

F. Faith looks for a heavenly homeland (11:13-16).  As God’s people, we realize that this is not our home.  We have a different home, just as the people of long ago had.

G. Faith makes God proud (11:16).  The faithfulness of the people long ago made God not ashamed to be called their God.  He was proud of the way they conducted their lives.  He was proud of their perseverance.

H. Faith overcomes fear (11:23, 27).  Faith enables us to overcome fear of what other people can do to us.  We know we are following orders from a supreme being.  Even Moses was not afraid of a king whom he could see, but respected a God who was invisible.  That’s a pretty good definition of faith.

I. Faith overcomes the pleasures of sin (11:25).  Faith enabled Moses to choose being mistreated for a good cause as opposed to enjoying sin.  It made him able to see the big picture.

J. Faith obeys (11:8, 28).  Abraham obeyed, even though he didn’t know where it would take him.  Moses was able to obey the Lord’s commands about the Passover through faith, even though the command seemed rather silly.

K. Faith does God’s work in men’s lives (11:32-35).  Look at all of the things that God’s people did because of their faith.  

L. Faith brings on persecution for a worthy cause (11:35-38).  The persecution doesn’t have much meaning, unless it’s for a worthy cause.  And the cause doesn’t seem to be worth much, unless there is faith.

VIII. Faith is powerful enough for perseverance.

A. The people of long ago were commended for their faith and perseverance (11:2, 4, 39).  The people of long ago were commended for their faith.  Abel was commended for his sacrifice and his righteousness, which were due to his faith.  They were all commended for their faith.  However, they did not receive what had been promised.  They all had faith in what was coming, but didn’t get to see it.

B. The people of long ago form a great cloud of witnesses to faith and perseverance (12:1).  This whole paragraph was used as a way to encourage the readers to be faithful and to persevere.  A whole history of people before them had been faithful under an inferior covenant.  Now, they (and we) have a better covenant, and have every reason to be even more faithful.

C. God had something even better planned for those who are faithful and persevere (11:13, 11:40).  Through Christ, we know of a better blessing than the old faithful could know of.  They could only look forward to this.  Christians now know of the better blessing that they can have.  So, Christians have an even greater reason to be faithful.  They have a better high priest, a better sacrifice, a better covenant, and better blessings.  The ancients could only look forward to this.  But Christians have this.  They welcomed them from a distance.  Christians welcome them directly.

Hebrews 11:4-7
39
These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.

40
God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.  (NIV)
IX. Conclusion:

A. The Christians in the first century were being tempted to revert back to Judaism and leave behind their faith in Christ.  However, the writer of Hebrews encourages and exhorts them to persevere and to avoid sin.

B. The formula for this perseverance was for them to draw near to God and to each other.  As they draw near to God, they are able to know him more fully, in a way that Judaism does not provide.  As they draw near to each other, they can provide encouragement and advice.

C. Certainly this type of exhortation applies to contemporary Christians as well.  We have the same Savior and the same covenant that they had in the first century.  We also have similar struggles that cause us to question our faith.  We need encouragement to persevere.  We should be Christians of action and take on the “Let Us…” exhortations.  We should draw near to each other and especially draw near to God.  By doing this we will be able to persevere through any temptation to renounce our faith.

D. Indeed, faith is essential for all of God’s people.  Without faith, it is impossible to please Him.  This was true for the people of long ago.  This was true for Christians in the first century.  This is true for Christians today.  Indeed, Christians today can look back to a legacy of faith to be used for examples and for encouragement.  Faith makes a difference in the lives of people.
E. So, as Christians, we must each ask ourselves two closely linked questions:  How strong is my faith?  How close am I to God?

X. Personal Study:

A. Memorize Verse - Hebrews 10:22-25

B. Additional Study.  Hebrews 10:19 and 10:35 both speak about the confidence that a Christian has in his faith and in his approach to God.  2 Corinthians 3:12 and Ephesians 3:12 also speak about confidence and boldness.  Compare these scriptures to Hebrews Ten.  In what ways are the terms used in a similar fashion?  In what ways are they different?  Write down your findings.  Consider how confident you are about your faith and your approach to God.

C. Hebrews 10:24 talks about spurring one another on to love and good deeds.  Think about times that others have done this for you.  How did it make you feel?  How did it impact your faith?  Do you agree that this is essential for Christians to persevere through temptation?  Make a plan for ways that you can spur others to love and good deeds.  Attach some reasonable objectives to it, and put it into action.  Be sure to write down your plan.

D. Why do you think chapter eleven was included in Hebrews?  What was the author trying to accomplish?  Do you think it had the desired impact?  Explain.  What is the impact of Hebrews chapter eleven on you?
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Lesson Ten – Teacher’s Lesson Plan

1. Begin the class by discussing the concept of persevering as a Christian.  Have the class volunteer ideas about what perseverance means.  Also discuss what enables perseverance.  Put some notes from your discussion on the whiteboard.  You will likely see some of these thoughts reflected in the lesson today.

2. Preview the themes that will be emphasized in this lesson including (1) Let Us…, (2) Confidence, (3) Faith & Perseverance and (4) Hope.

3. Read (or have a class member read) Hebrews 10:19-21 and discuss.  Emphasize the important role of Christ and his sacrifice that makes him the High Priest and enables us to approach God with confidence.
4. Read Hebrews 10:22-25, emphasize the “Let Us” statements.  Talk about the importance of each of these Let Us statement.  Continue with the implied “Let Us” of avoiding sin by reading and discussing Hebrews 10:26-31.

5. Spend some time talking about perseverance and read Hebrews 10:32-29.  Compare the thoughts on the board to the items brought out in the text.  Emphasize the fact that it is too easy for people to lose their momentum and excitement, which undermines perseverance.  Discuss as a class how this loss of momentum can be avoided.

6. Provide an overview, but not a detailed study, of the Faith Hall of Fame in chapter 11.  Unfortunately, time does not provide for a detailed study to occur during this quarter.  However, remind the class that two years ago a study entitled “By Faith” occurred on Sunday mornings at Memorial Road.  Study guides from this study can be obtained online at www.mrcc.org.

7. Conclude the lesson, encourage personal study and preview the lesson for next week.

Hebrews – Lesson Ten
LET US… – Hebrews 10:19 – 11:40
STUDENT GUIDE

Lesson Ten encompasses the exhortation from the last half of Hebrews Ten.  It takes all of the doctrinal information provided in previous chapters and applies a practical meaning.  That meaning is that sin should be avoided and Christians should persevere through their struggles.  After all, they have a high priest who provides them with the confidence to enter into God’s presence.  The lesson then goes on to emphasize the importance of Hebrews chapter 11.  This high-level overview of the chapter will emphasize that people long ago were commended for their faith, and they provide excellent examples for God’s people to be faithful today
What are the “Let Us” statements?
What does it mean to persevere?
What can we do to maintain our enthusiasm as Christians?
Personal Study

1. Memorize Hebrews 10:22-25
2. Additional Study.  Hebrews 10:19 and 10:35 both speak about the confidence that a Christian has in his faith and in his approach to God.  2 Corinthians 3:12 and Ephesians 3:12 also speak about confidence and boldness.  Compare these scriptures to Hebrews Ten.  In what ways are the terms used in a similar fashion?  In what ways are they different?  Write down your findings.  Consider how confident you are about your faith and your approach to God.

3. Why do you think chapter eleven was included in Hebrews?  What was the author trying to accomplish?  Do you think it had the desired impact?  Explain.  What is the impact of Hebrews chapter eleven on you?
4. Read Hebrews 12:1 – 13:25 to prepare for next week.
Preview for Lesson Eleven
The book of Hebrews has provided incredible insight into the significance of Christ.  He is better than anything the world has to offer.  Specifically, he is the high priest and the sacrifice that makes Christianity a religion of hope and faith.  Therefore, a response is only natural.  Chapters twelve and thirteen of Hebrews guide the readers to the appropriate response.  Follow along as lesson eleven wraps up our study of Hebrews.
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