Lesson Six – Maturity
Lesson Text:
Hebrews 5:11 - 6:20

Memory Verse:
Hebrews 6:10

Lesson Scope:
The scope of Lesson Six - Maturity is to explore the end of Hebrews chapter five and all of chapter six.  This section of the book represents an exhortation for the readers to mature in their understanding of God’s word.  Apparently the emphasis on maturity had been lacking, and needed to be encouraged.  Once this maturity is obtained, then the argument about Melchizedek can be more fully understood.

Key Themes in the Lesson:

Maturity.  Maturity in understanding God’s will and its applicability to the lives of His people.
Falling away.  Falling away is the natural result of those who fail to mature in their understanding of Gods word and its application in their lives.
Patient Endurance and Faith.  This type of patience and the hope that comes with it is only possible through a more mature understanding of God’s word.  Without it, the temptation becomes too intense to bear.

Lesson Objectives:

Emphasize Maturity.  Emphasize the importance of maturity in understanding and applying God’s word.

Understand Elementary.  Develop an understanding of the elementary teachings presented in Hebrews Six.

Understand Danger.  Develop an understanding of the danger of falling away.

Understand Patient Endurance.  Develop an understanding of the importance of patient endurance.

I. This argument is hard to explain.

A. The author is in the middle developing his thought about the greatness of Jesus as High Priest.  The end of chapter four and the first two-thirds of chapter five established the qualifications for the high priest and how Jesus has surpassed these qualifications.  A reference has just been made to the priestly order of Melchizedek.  

B. Now, the author pauses. Apparently he realizes that this Melchizedek argument will probably be over their heads.  He doesn’t think they can truly grasp what he is going to say.  However, he knows that it is foundational in understanding the type of high priest that Christ truly is.  So, he breaks his thought to exhort his readers to become more mature in their understanding of God’s word.  Then he can pick up the Melchizedek argument once again in the next chapter.

Hebrews 5:11-14

11
We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn.

12
In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!

13
Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.

14
But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.  (NIV)
C. There is so much that can be said about Melchizedek (5:11).  This is the parenthetical statement that indicates that the author is breaking his line of thought to discuss another issue, that of maturity.

D. You aren’t ready for it (5:11).  You are slow to learn.  The term “slow” has also been translated dull, sluggish, or as one having no push left.  It is used as a metaphor for mental sluggishness and spiritual apathy.  No matter what the translation, the meaning is clear.  The readers had not actively and persistently pursued a deeper understanding of the teachings of Christ.  They should have been continually striving to understand more.

E. You need milk (5:12-13).  The thought being established here is that elementary teachings are for immature Christians just as milk is for babies.  
1. The term “not acquainted” has also been translated as “unskilled” and refers to someone who is without experience.  So, the readers do not have the experience they should have in studying, understanding, and applying God’s (and Christ’s) word.

2. Other scriptures in the New Testament develop similar thoughts:

1 Peter 2:1-3
1
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  
2
Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,  
3
now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  (NIV)

1 Corinthians 2:6
6
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.  (NIV)

1 Corinthians 3:2-3
2
I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.  
3
You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?”  (NIV)

1 Corinthians 14:20
20
Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults.”  (NIV)

Ephesians 4:11-15
11
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  
12
to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  
13
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  
14
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  
15
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.”  (NIV)

F. You should be mature enough for solid food (5:12,14).

1. The solid food of concern here is the teaching about Melchizedek and how it applies to Christ.

2. It is from constant use of God’s word that Christians are able to sharpen their skills.  As they experience more of God’s word, they can learn more fully how to discern God’s will.  This amounts to spiritual growth.  True spiritual growth is the result of prayer, study, meditation, faithfulness, diligence, exercise, and the successful struggle against temptations.

3. Trained to distinguish good from evil.  The key here is that mature Christians are able to make the proper distinctions in their understanding of various teachings.  Babies have to take what is put before them.  But adults discriminate.  The expectation is that the readers should be able to make these distinctions about which teachings they should keep and which ones they should discard.  Other verses in the Bible develop a similar thought:

Romans 16:19
19
Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.”  (NIV)

Deuteronomy 1:39
39
And the little ones that you said would be taken captive, your children who do not yet know good from bad-- they will enter the land. I will give it to them and they will take possession of it.”  (NIV)

G. You should be teachers (5:12).  This indicates that sufficient time has passed since their acceptance of Christ, and that they should be beyond the elementary teachings and know enough that they could actually teach others.  Unfortunately, they haven’t fully comprehended the elementary teachings.  To be a teacher meant to the ancient mind that one was able to think and to act maturely, the very thing these Christians could not do.

II. 
The elementary teachings.
Hebrews 6:1-3

1
Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God,

2
instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

3
And God permitting, we will do so.  (NIV)
A. Let us leave the elementary teachings (6:1).  Of course, the meaning here is not that they should be left behind and forgotten about, but that they should be left and built upon with greater teachings.  What makes it imperative that these be left now is that the persecuted church needs to have a better understanding of Christ as High Priest.  Without this understanding, their faith will likely waver, and they risk falling away.  Indeed, the church’s spiritual morale can only be improved by a greater understanding of Christ.

B. A foundation (6:1b-2).

1. The term “elementary teachings” comes from the Greek word stoicheia.  It has also been translated as first principles, doctrines, or truths.  The word refers to a basic element such as a syllable, a part of speech, or the alphabet.  Here, it means the first letters of the alphabet.  That is, the “ABC’s” or elementary teachings of Christian teaching.

2. Six elements are noted as making up this foundation here in chapter six.  It should be noted that there are other foundational elements for Christians, and that this is not a conclusive list.  In fact, it may have been a common list that was used for Christian preachers who initially tried to convert the Jews.

3. These six elements have been grouped in various ways by commentators:

a) Three pairs.  Repentance and faith are closely linked in conversion, baptism and laying on of hands are sometimes seen together in the New Testament, resurrection and judgment are obviously linked.

b) Three divisions.  Man’s personal relations, his social relations, and his connection with the unseen world.

c) Two divisions.  Plan of salvation and doctrines that apply to all men collectively.

4. The six elementary teachings are as follows:

a) Repentance.  Repentance means turning around or re-turning to God.  It refers to a reorientation of ones’ life.  Christians are supposed to repent from acts that lead to death.  Another translation calls these dead works.  Of course, these dead works are the sinful practices that continually tempt Christians.  They could even be seen as any work that is not motivated by faith and love of God.  Repentance is typically tied with belief or faith.  Consider this passage from the Gospel of Mark:
Mark 1:14-15
14
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  
15
"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"  (NIV)

b) Faith.  Faith expresses in a positive way what happens during conversion just as repentance expresses it in a negative way.  Indeed, they are closely linked.

c) Baptism.  Of course, this is an act of obedience that allows one to become a Christian.  Recall another passage from the Gospel of Mark:
Mark 15:15-16
15
He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  
16
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  (NIV)

d) Laying on of Hands.  Not only was this a common practice in the New Testament, but it was also a practice seen in the Old Testament.  In the Old Testament it was associated with commissioning someone for office or for presenting sacrifices.  In the New Testament, it was associated with the imparting of the Holy Spirit at the time of baptism.  In both cases, individuals are admitted to their calling, and required prayers from others.  The laying on of hands can be seen as an outward symbol of the prayers being offered for him or her.

e) Resurrection of the dead.  Certainly this doctrine is fundamental not only for Christians of the first century but also Christians today.  What reason is there for being righteous, being mature and receiving persecution unless it is known that something exists beyond life?
f) Eternal Judgment.  Consider this verse from 2 Corinthians:
2 Corinthians 5:10
10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  (NIV)

C. We will do this (build upon the foundation), God permitting (6:3).  Apparently, this is the way to understand the Melchizedek teaching.  In other words, truly understanding the foundational elements is the key for understanding the argument about the comparison of Christ to Melchizedek.  Note how “God permitting” indicates the author’s complete reliance upon God’s will.  Surely that is an encouragement for all of us to allow God to make things work.  To trust him to make the right decisions.  To turn our lives over to him.

III. Crucifying the Son of God all over again.
A. The author now shows his concern that since they are immature and have not progressed in their faith, that they are in danger of falling away permanently.  He uses the next few verses to draw a vivid picture of what it means to fall away.  In light of recent and expected future persecutions, he wants to make sure they understand the kind of danger they face because of their lack of understanding and immaturity.  It has been called one of the most severe warnings in the New Testament.

Hebrews 6:4-8

4
It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit,

5
who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age,

6
if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

7
Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.

8
But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.  (NIV)
B. Those who know Christ have been enlightened (6:4-5).  The enlightenment happened at the time of conversion or baptism.  Tasting is a metaphor for a deep personal experience.  So, the readers have experienced the heavenly gift as a result of their baptism.  The heavenly gift refers to salvation as well as the spiritual blessings they had received.  Just as Christians share in a heavenly call (3:1), and they share in Christ (3:14), they also share in the Holy Spirit as a result of baptism.  

C. Tasted the goodness of the word of God and tasted the powers of the coming age.  Like Judaism, Christianity distinguishes between the present age and the age to come.  These do not represent time as much as they represent the fulfillment of God’s promises.  In the New Testament, the age to come is already present because God’s promises have been revealed.

D. The enlightened can fall away (6:6).  This is known as apostasy.  It is important to note that the subject here is apostasy, not sin.  What the author has in mind is a deliberate renunciation of faith that has lasting effects.  

E. Crucifying the son of God all over again (6:6).  This is a very practical statement.  It is sin that caused Christ to sacrifice himself via crucifixion.  Once we have claimed that sacrifice, to go back to a life of sin would be crucifying him all over again and putting the Savior to disgrace.  The public is aware of our convictions and we can put our Savior to disgrace when we fall away from him.

F. Christ died once for all.  Christ cannot die again for sin.  His sacrifice was once for all.  So, there is no other sacrifice other than the one the individual originally accepted when he was baptized.  He was once enlightened just as Christ made a sacrifice once.  The sacrifice cannot occur again, so the individual must return to his enlightened state.  Notice how the use of the word “once” in verse one and again in verse six emphasizes this meaning.  A later lesson in our study will address the “once for all” sacrifice of Jesus.  A prelude can be seen by looking at 
Hebrews 9:26-28
26
Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
27
Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,  
28
so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.”  (NIV)

G. A Blessing or a Curse? (6:7-8)  Here the message is clear.  Those who have permanently fallen away will be like the thorns and thistles that are cursed and burned.  But, the desired crop receives a blessing.

1. It brings to mind the parable of the sower:
Matthew 13:3-9
3
Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed.  
4
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
5
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  
6
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  
7
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 
8
Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop-- a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  
9
He who has ears, let him hear."  (NIV)

H. So, how can this be interpreted?  What does the passage imply about one who has fallen away?  How do we handle the word “Impossible?”
1. Some of the possible interpretations are
a) There is no restoration for Christians who slip into sin.  That is, a believer who sins simply can never have forgiveness.

b) “Impossible” should not be taken literally, but should be interpreted as “difficult”.  So, it is difficult for those who have fallen away (apostates) to return to Christ.

c) People cannot be brought again to repentance as long as they continue to renounce Christ.

d) Impossible refers to the Law of Moses.  It is impossible for the Law of Moses to restore again to repentance.

e) Those who fall away cannot be restored again and again without eventually going past the point of no return, beyond the bounds of hope.

2. I believe that this was meant as an exhortation to those in danger of falling away.  It was meant to draw of vivid picture of what it means to permanently fall away from Christ.  It doesn’t actually mean that those who have turned away can never come back.  It just means that it is increasingly unlikely that they will return, and so those who are being tempted to fall away should consider the danger it puts them in.  At some point, this person who has fallen away may cross a point of no return.  This would amount to being dead spiritually.  But the good news is that if a Christian is concerned about his spirit, that means there is some life left in him, and he can still turn back to God.  Just as a physically dead man does not care about what happens to his body, a spiritually dead man does not care about what happens to his spirit.  If one still cares, then there is still some hope!

3. Whatever the interpretation, the exhortation is the same:  Don’t fall away! It is possible to fall away from God to the point it is impossible to come back.  As the saying goes, Let’s not go there.

IV. Confident of better things.
A. The writer of Hebrews has broken from a discussion on the priesthood of Jesus to exhort and warn his readers to become more mature.  If they don’t mature, they risk falling away permanently from God.  At this point, the readers could become extremely discouraged.  But that is not the intended result.  The fact is, the author realized that they had not yet reached this point, and probably needed encouragement to continue being faithful, especially in light of their successful past and their continuing persecution.

Hebrews 6:9-12

9
Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of better things in your case-- things that accompany salvation.

10
God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.

11
We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure.

12
We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.  (NIV)
B. Confident of things that accompany salvation (6:9).  The author is confident for a couple of reasons.  First, they have acted unselfishly.  Second, he knows the character of God, and how God reacts to these unselfish acts.  

C. God remembers work and love (6:10).  Recall that acts of service are seen as done for God himself.

Matthew 25:44-45
44
They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'  
45
 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'”  (NIV)

1. While this thought is encouraging, note what it implies.  Recall that the theme of this chapter is an exhortation to mature in their understanding of God and his word.  The readers had been diligent in providing hospitality and good works for others, but had been negligent in their own maturity.  But, they received a stern warning.  
2. The warning is applicable to us today.  Doing good deeds and providing for those who need help is important, but it must also be accompanied by a faith that is continually maturing.  Surely this is a challenge for us in our society today.

D. It is imperative to be diligent to the very end (6:11).  Those who are diligent are making their hope sure.  Hope is used here and in verse 18 to represent an anchor for the soul.  Something firm to hold onto.  They have shown diligence in their love.  Now, they needed to show the same diligence in their hope.

E. Imitate those who inherit what has been promised (6:12).  The promise is a heavenly possession for God’s people.  It is reserved for those who accept him and obey his commands.  However it requires faith and patience.  Faith is a common theme of the book.  Patience means more than just waiting around.  It implies macro-suffering, the kind of persecution that was tempting the readers of Hebrews to fall away.

V. Waiting is Worthwhile
A. Hope and promise have just been mentioned in verses eleven and twelve.  The final section of chapter six will emphasize that the promise is for real and that it provides a solid foundation for hope.

Hebrews 6:13-20

13
When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself,

14
saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants."

15
And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.

16
Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument.

17
Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.

18
God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.

19
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,

20
where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.  (NIV)
B. Abraham received what was promised (6:13-15).

Genesis 22:15-18
15
The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time  
16
and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,  
17
I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
18
and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."  (NIV)

1. The initial promise to Abraham was slow in being fulfilled.  After this promise, he waited another 24 years before Isaac was born.  It’s hard to imagine a 99 year-old man having a son, but he did.  He waited patiently and held to his belief and hope of the promise God had made to him.  Indeed, there was more to the promise than Abraham realized in his lifetime:
Galatians 3:6-9 says, 
6
“Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 
7
Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.  
8
The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed through you."  
9
So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.”  (NIV)

2. The message is that God kept and is still keeping his promise to Abraham.  It is rock solid.  It doesn’t change or waver.  It will always be there.  It is something that Christians can depend on.

C. God confirmed his promise with an oath (6:16-17).  An oath was a way of making a legal guarantee of a sale.  Typically this is done by someone greater than the one making the oath.  But, there is no one greater than God.  So, God swears by himself to make the guarantee of the promise he has made.

D. We have a hope, so don’t let go (6:18-20a).  The two unchangeable things are God’s Promise and his Oath.  It is impossible for him to break his promise and it is impossible for him to take a false oath.  More evidence that the promise is secure.

Numbers 23:19
19
God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?”  (NIV)

1 Samuel 15:29
29
He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind."  (NIV)

1. The hope mentioned is referred to as an anchor for the soul.  Like the sailor who struggles through the waves intent on a distance shore, the Christian is encouraged to grasp the hope that is set before him.  Hope is to the believer what a secure anchor is to the ship.  Hope sustains and braces the Christian in the midst of all his trials, but when hope fails, he is left to drift aimlessly and to fall victim to the merciless ocean.  The anchor enables the sailor to reach his destination despite various perils and the hope enables the Christian to reach his destination.

2. Hope takes on another interesting dimension as compared to an anchor.  An anchor is dropped to the depths of the ocean to a place where it cannot be seen, but it is known to be working in favor of the sailor.  In a similar way, Christ has gone beyond the veil to the Most Holy Place to work for Christians.  Christians hold on to Christ as their anchor for the hope that is beyond the curtain, or in heaven.

3. In fact, Jesus has gone before us into that inner sanctuary.  He is a forerunner or a pioneer through temptation and suffering to reach the eventual goal.  What an improvement!  The Jewish high priest could only enter the most holy place, or behind the curtain as a representative of the people.  Jesus is able to enter as a pioneer of those who would be coming later.  He showed Christians the way and he provided hope that the place really exists.  That sounds like a pretty firm anchor to hold onto!

E. Jesus is a High Priest forever (6:20b).  Jesus is a high priest forever, as well he should be.  After a little over a chapter of digression, the author is ready to get back to his discussion about the priesthood of Jesus.  Once again, he mentions Melchizedek.  More on him next week.

VI. Conclusion:

A. It is important to get a firm grasp of the elementary teachings of God’s word.  Hebrews 6:1-3 quickly overviews these teachings.  Those of us who feel uncomfortable with these teachings, should spend some time and energy investigating these teachings.  If you need help from a brother or sister, please ask.  It is imperative that each of us have this foundational understanding.

B. However, it is also important that we build upon this foundation.  No matter what our level of understanding is, we can take the advice of 6:12 where it exhorts the readers not to become lazy.  I have noticed that the people I think know the most about the Bible continue to study and continue to learn.  That's the type of person we should all imitate.

C. As we continue to learn, we are able to grasp more fully the understanding of God’s word and its applicability to our lives.  The challenge for the people of the first century was the argument about Melchizedek.  It may be something entirely different for us today.  However, we all need to continue to study the word.  It has a lot of answers to our questions, if we just give it the time and energy.

VII. Personal Study:

A. Memory Verse - Hebrews 6:10

B. Hebrews 6:7-8 sounds a lot like the parable of the sower in Matthew 13:3-9.  Read the passage in Matthew.  Compare it to Hebrews.  How are they alike?  How are they different?  What was the point of Matthew?  What was the point of Hebrews?  Be sure to write down your answers.

C. Do you have a plan for the study of God’s word?  Do you stick to it?  Are there any areas that you would like to study more?  Spend some time developing a plan for your study of God’s word.  Be sure to write it down.  You can include a short-term and a long-term view including your personal goals and your plan to meet them.  Once you have developed your plan, begin implementing it.  Be sure to notice any changes that occur in your spiritual life as you dig further into God’s word.

D. Read Hebrews 7:1 – 7:28 to prepare for next week.
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Lesson Six – Teacher’s Lesson Plan

1. Open the class with a discussion about maturity.  What does it mean to be mature?  What does it mean to be a mature Christian?
2. Spend some time discussing why the author of Hebrews has taken a detour at this point in his description about how Christ is better.  Include a discussion about the importance of maturity.

3. Review the elementary teachings.  Emphasize that these are foundational for future growth in the understanding, growth and faith of a Christian.

4. Move into the section of the lesson on “Crucifying the Son of God all over again.”  A possible segue into this section is to establish the fact that one who is not maturing in Christ is likely becoming less mature and in great danger of falling away.  Show how this falling away is like crucifying Christ all over again.

5. Highlight the lesson by showing how God’s people can be confident that something better is coming.  Emphasize that the wait is worthwhile by using the example of Abraham.

6. Conclude the lesson, encourage personal study and preview next week’s lesson.

Hebrews – Lesson Six
MATURITY – Hebrews 5:11 – 6:20
STUDENT GUIDE

The scope of Lesson Six - Maturity is to explore the end of Hebrews chapter five and all of chapter six.  This section of the book represents an exhortation for the readers to mature in their understanding of God’s word.  Apparently the emphasis on maturity had been lacking, and needed to be encouraged.  Once this maturity is obtained, then the argument about Melchizedek can be more fully understood.
Why is it important for Christians to mature?
What are the foundational, elementary teachings?
What does it mean to crucify the Son of God all over again?
How can we be confident that waiting is worthwhile?
Personal Study

1. Memory Verse - Hebrews 6:10

2. Hebrews 6:7-8 sounds a lot like the parable of the sower in Matthew 13:3-9.  Read the passage in Matthew.  Compare it to Hebrews.  How are they alike?  How are they different?  What was the point of Matthew?  What was the point of Hebrews?  Be sure to write down your answers.

3. Do you have a plan for the study of God’s word?  Do you stick to it?  Are there any areas that you would like to study more?  Spend some time developing a plan for your study of God’s word.  Be sure to write it down.  You can include a short-term and a long-term view including your personal goals and your plan to meet them.  Once you have developed your plan, begin implementing it.  Be sure to notice any changes that occur in your spiritual life as you dig further into God’s word.
4. Read Hebrews 7:1 – 7:28 to prepare for next week.
Preview for Lesson Seven
We all know that Jesus is our Savior, and that we should obey him.  However, do you realize that Jesus is a high priest that meets our need?  That’s a pretty powerful thought, but what exactly does it mean?  Lesson Seven will develop why Jesus is the type of high priest who meets our need.  It will even deal with that guy with the funny name, Melchizedek.  You don’t want to miss this special study about a special type of high priest.
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